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This little booklet is dedicated to people concerned about the future of our civilization.
Western Democracy XE "Western Democracy"  and American style XE "American:style freedom"  ‘freedom on the march’ cannot offer anything attractive to the rest of the world until it reforms by humanizing itself and begins to think logically, becomes compassionate and sharing.

Chapter 1
New Life


My name is George Pataji. I was a seventy-year old bachelor, when I started to write this essay and finished it when I reached eighty five. I came to Canada XE "Canada"  as a young man, a refugee among the tens of thousands that escaped communism and the previous horrors of Nazism. All I had was an engineering education, but penniless, eating and sleeping by the grace of Canada’s goodness to us refugees XE "refugees" . I eagerly launched myself finding a job, which wasn’t easy; there were plenty of unemployed people in Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg" . XE "Winnipeg."  The officer in the Canadian Embassy XE "Canadian Embassy"  in Vienna XE "Vienna" , where I applied for landed immigrant status, directed me to Winnipeg. “There are plenty of opportunities for an engineer to find a job and establish yourself. Good luck,” he said, shook my hands and handed back my communist identification book. It was my new passport, with the emblem of the red star embossed in its cover, with an official Canadian seal inside, and the words, “Destination Winnipeg.”


 I was lucky, just like the man said in Vienna XE "Vienna" ; I was hired by a large consulting engineering firm that had offices in every province of the country. A man helped me a lot. He was sent by the Manpower Department to the Immigration Hall XE "Immigration Hall" —now torn down—to assist the new immigrants to find jobs. I will never forget his name, Tommy Burns, he sent me to the offices of Global Consulting Engineering, XE "Global Consulting Engineering,:GCE"  Ltd, known by its logo, GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering" . The chief engineer, a kind matter of fact graying man, looked through my creditentials, asked me a few questions about the projects I had worked on in the old country. I could see he was satisfied with my experience, and then he asked me what languages I can speak. During my early education German was the compulsory second language, and during the Soviet XE "Soviet:era"  era we had to pass state exams in Russian XE "Russian:pipe lines" . My answer made the final impression in him: I was hired. I told the good news to Tommy Burns. XE "Tommy Burns."  


“Well now, congratulations George,” he shook my hand. I could see he was genuinely happy to have sent me to the right place for a job. “I regret to see you leave the Immigration Hall XE "Immigration Hall" , but this is the rule. In two-three weeks you will get your first pay check. In the mean time here are a few vouchers—courtesy of the Canadian Government XE "Canadian Government" —enough for food until you will be on your own.”


Tommy called one of the volunteers helping refugees XE "refugees" . The fellow took me to a small bungalow on Magnus Avenue XE "Magnus Avenue" , an address Tommy gave him from a long list of Homes to Sublet. The house was owned by an old childless Jewish couple, Russian emigrants XE "Russian:emigrants"  from Czarist XE "Czarist:Russia"  Russia. The man earned his living by tailoring for the Hudson Bay XE "Hudson Bay"  department store, making adjustments of ready-made suites for men. The job provided the childless couple with a modest living. After several years, they bought the small neglected bungalow from its original owner—also a Jew—who offered them a mortgage at a lower rate than the usual. After working at the Bay XE "Bay:Hudson Bay Company"  for twenty five years, the old tailor had a cancer operation, from which he never fully recovered. The old lady needed money—these were times before Canada XE "Canada"  introduced universal health care. XE "universal health care."  We shared the bathroom, and I lived in one small room. I gave my vouchers to the lady who agreed to cook for me. In early mornings I made a cup of coffee and toast for breakfast before my landlady woke up and left for work. In the evenings I eat with the couple in the kitchen. These were the conditions in my new home in my new country.


I had a good income and in the second month I began my new carrier I opened a bank account. My first job assignment was designing the structural details of the housing for turbines and electrical generators. It was part of the giant concrete dam for a new power plant on the mighty Churchill River XE "Churchill River"  in northern Manitoba XE "Manitoba" . It gave me ample opportunity to work with other designers and we made many visits to the construction site. It was summer; the flowers of the prairies were in full bloom and the temperature reached 30 Co several times that summer. That was a surprise for me because before my arrival, Canada XE "Canada"  was supposed to be a cold country throughout its large territory. Winter came after a late ‘Indian summer’ in late November, and my earlier information was confirmed. Canadians are equipped to work in cold weather. People who are born there are quite used to work and play outdoors even in freezing temperatures. Hockey and curling are the most popular winter games. Fortunately I was young, bought myself a fluff filled hooded parka that protected me in my travels to the north. Most of the time, I worked in my office.


A year after my arrival, the old tailor succumbed to cancer, his wife moved to a nursing home. From then on I lived in a bed and breakfast home and ate in restaurants. This was luxury compared to the modest accommodations I had on Magnus Avenue XE "Magnus Avenue" . I could have bought a home, but having no wife this was the best solution for me. In addition I got other work assignments abroad because of the versatility I demonstrated for my superiors. These took me away from Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg"  for years. I became the project manager building a electrical generating plant in Libya. My salary grew considerably, and it was tax free—a taxation system that began to puzzle me. The United States XE "United States"  put an embargo on Libyan XE "Libyan:trade"  trade that gave my company several other opportunities in that country. Another colleague of mine was the manager of a huge pipeline project, delivering oil to the seaport. 


The four years I spent in Libya gave me an opportunity to become familiar with the political system established by Moamar Qaddafi XE "Qaddafi:Green Book" . XE "Moamar Qaddafi."  He toppled its former ruling elite and established his dictatorship. He considered himself a liberator of the people and talked about his country as a genuine democracy of the people. In one occasion he visited the electric generating station we were building. Qaddafi XE "Qaddafi:Green Book"  was pleased with the progress we made, congratulated me and as a token of his appreciation he presented me with a small green book, “Read this,” he handed it to me, “It will be educational for you.” He shook my hand and left. The book was written in English, tilted, Commentary on the GREEN BOOK. XE "GREEN BOOK."  VOLUME I, Published by World Center for Researches and studies of the Green Book. Socialist People’s Libyan XE "Libyan:trade"  Arab Jamahiriya XE "Arab Jamahiriya" , Tripoli, February 1984. Several years later I met him again, during the festivities he held, celebrating the commissioning of my power project. Qaddafi XE "Qaddafi:Green Book" ’s book gave me the first information about Muslim Arab thinking about the world.
Chapter 2
Changes

My consulting engineering business kept me busy and I never had time to marry. During my long carrier I was assigned to various posts in foreign countries. From building electric generating stations my work had been shifted to oil drilling, refinery, and pipeline constructions. The uses of oil have been increasing dramatically; and our firm had plenty of jobs. I worked in most of the Arab countries. I have met Prince Sad, XE "Prince Sad,"  the head of the Saudi Arabian Emirate XE "Saudi Arabian Emirate" , The handful of rulers of Kuwait, XE "Kuwait,"  who are still controlling oil production and the enormous wealth it has been given to them. I also managed the combined Nigerian development of oil exploration, drilling programs, refinery, and delivery to the West. This was the biggest and longest operation I managed that took ten years.

   My position kept rising within the firm, and when one of the partners of the firm died, I was called back to Canada XE "Canada"  and became the Vice President of Operations, and a Partner of the firm. I had been given yearly bonus incentives; a certain number of shares of the firm during the long service abroad. I admit taking large ‘bonuses’ from the Emir himself and other members of the ruling classes for certain favors. These are considered briberies in the western world not in the regions I had been working. On my return permanently to Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg" , I bought a large mansion on Wellington Crescent, hired a butler and a housekeeper. The affluent life allowed me to have parties in my new home that gave me a chance to meet with Winnipeg’s wealthiest, most prominent, and influential people. Most talk revolved around business opportunities, the stock market, and politics. Little attention was paid to cultural topics and the arts. Nevertheless I dutifully contributed to the various fundraisings for their support. Naturally, I had made contributions to both major political parties. I found myself elected to the board of directors of prominent corporations; I even became a director of the Board of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra XE "Symphony Orchestra:Winnipeg"  and the Manitoba Theatre Centre XE "Manitoba Theatre Centre" . 


My life as vice president and partner of the firm had changed drastically during the decade I spent as the head of the Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg"  office. Being an expert engineer with tremendous experience behind me I was directing my younger colleagues to operate in the Arab hemisphere and in Africa. The projects became larger and more lucrative and Global Consulting Engineering, XE "Global Consulting Engineering,:GCE"  Ltd, became the largest design and contracting firm of the world. Our logo was on billboards, radio and television in various languages in the regions we were operating. 


I enjoyed my new position and lifestyle in Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg"  for over a decade. Seldom had it occurred to me that I am becoming obsessed XE "obsessed"  with making money. These thoughts usually hit me when I compared my modest circumstances in the old country with my present lucrative circumstances. But I dismissed such dark thoughts; thinking that the people I have been making business with are also chasing profits. I managed to get the largest contract deal, GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering"  ever had, with China XE "China" . XE "China."  It was a multi-phased project utilizing the natural gas delivered by the new Russian XE "Russian:pipe lines"  gas pipes. We were to design and build a gas fired electric generating station, and use its energy to produce aluminum by electrolysis. I assigned my younger experts to work out the details of this mammoth smelter. When all details were worked out I flew to China for signing the contract. This was an opportunity for me to meet the President of China XE "President of China" , its Minister of Industry, and the Secretary of the Politburo XE "China:Secretary of the Politburo" . 

I found these Chinese leaders very pragmatic not only in business matters, but in political relations as well. This visit was shortly after President Bush’s visit to India XE "India"  and Pakistan XE "Pakistan" . India’s trade relations began to increase and the reliance on low cost Chinese goods began to drop proportionally. I got an impression talking about extended Canadian trade relations that these leaders were prepared to meet such challenge. What surprised me most, the way they talked about slowing down their economic growth and preparing for a world-wide depression. My project, in spite of its magnitude was part of the preparations for a stable economy by reliance on their own resources.


The day we signed the contract I received telegram from our Toronto XE "Toronto:headquarters"  headquarters to stop there on my way back. The day before my arrival Mr. John McDonald, the Chief Executive Officer, and President of the company was rushed to the hospital with a massive heart attack. His life was saved, but he had to remain hospitalized for a period of recovery followed by possible bypass surgery. I immediately visited the CEO XE "CEO:Chief Executive Officer"  in the hospital for a three minute talk his specialist allowed me to spend with him.

Mr. McDonald was eighty five years old, I found him pale and very fragile looking as I entered his room. 


“George,” he said to me in a faint voice, “come closer.” I walked right close to his head. “I will not return to the helm.” I noticed that his mind was clear and he expressed his wishes in brief sentences. “I will not able to mange GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering"  anymore. You had been my best man. You take over the firm.”


He also told me that his daughter had been authorized to sell his shares to me. Then he closed his eyes and my time was up. On my return to the Toronto XE "Toronto:headquarters"  headquarters Ms. Elizabeth McDonald was waiting for me with his father’s lawyers. They had a very generous offer for the shares. I thanked them for the kind offer and asked for a few days I needed to talk with the other partners of the firm. I preferred their consent that I might become the majority shareholder and their new President and CEO XE "CEO:Chief Executive Officer" . I also had to see the value of my assets and my ability to pay for the shares. Both Elizabeth and the lawyer agreed, I took the offer and they left.


A strange feeling of envy took hold of me. Here she was a devout daughter who looked after her father after her mother died. A selfless warmhearted female—such kindness I never knew, never experienced. I never had a wife, a family, and never had a loving home life they had. I never enjoyed the devotion of my own child, only the dutiful cooperation of my working colleagues. Was I becoming disillusioned at the top of my carrier? I dismissed these thoughts and concentrated to work out the details of my new life. The first thing I had to do is to call a meeting of the directors and partners of the company. I broke the news to them and the possibility that I might become the major shareholder of our firm. I wanted to know if they could work with me cooperatively and would they think that I am the best man for the job. I wasn’t sure at all because there were other Canadian born good experts with long service that were also well suited for the position. This has to be a genuine acceptance of a foreign born competition, an acknowledgement of my talents and suitability for this leading position.


As acting President, I called the meeting for the next day, although I knew it was a short notice I gave to our coast to coast office managers. The meeting had to deal with the appointment of new directors and partners as well. The top leaders of our offices arrived one by one from Vancouver, Calgary, XE "Calgary,"  Regina XE "Regina" , Toronto XE "Toronto" , Ottawa XE "Ottawa" , Quebec XE "Quebec" , Montreal XE "Montreal" , Halifax, XE "Halifax,"  and Saint John XE "Saint John" . I also called my chief engineer from the Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg"  office. I opened the meeting at eight PM that gave one and a half day for everybody to prepare. They were all aware of Mr. McDonald’s hearth attack and resignation. I explained his offer given to me to become the major shareholder. I asked for the confidence of my colleagues to entrust me with the Presidency and become the CEO XE "CEO:Chief Executive Officer" . The most respected expert, the 81 years old manager of the Ottawa office rose to speak first.


“I have been working with George for thirty five years. He has managed our largest projects all over the world. They all involved governmental relations ships...” 


“Politics you mean, Bruce,” the Toronto XE "Toronto:headquarters"  branch manager interrupted him.


“Indeed, lots of politics, a field I had been representing our firm’s interest over the years. George speaks several languages, he even learned Arabic, and knows our foreign business better than anyone else I have worked with. He is also a good versatile expert in many fields of our enterprise. I am confident that George will continue the growth of our company, I feel my shares and partnership will be in safe hands if we give him our confidence.”


“I was just humoring you, Bruce, with my remark,” said the Toronto XE "Toronto:headquarters"  manager, “I share your opinion I will vote for George.”


Hear, hear was the general comment from the other participants. “Lets vote then, and get on with the business of reorganization and new appointments,” proposed Bruce. The votes were unanimous, that is how I became the President and CEO XE "CEO:Chief Executive Officer"  of the corporation. The appointment of new branch managers and partners went smoothly as well. The meeting was held in the Hyatt Hotel and I invited the directors and partners for dinner. The whole evening was spent in genuinely cooperative and optimistic manners. The leaders of our company enjoyed meeting personally with their colleagues an event that was different from the cold transactions by email and two-way conferences through the Internet. I had many tasks ahead of me. After dinner I made a short speech thanking my colleagues for their confidence. Told them about the many tasks ahead of them and myself, and to continue enjoying themselves and I left early. I flew to Winnipeg XE "Winnipeg"  that night with thoughts whirling in my head about the company and my future.

Chapter 3
Progression


My Winnipeg mansion was my first real home. It had to be sold now because I had to move to GCE’s Toronto XE "Toronto:headquarters"  headquarters. I lived in many countries and so many places I can’t even recount. These were only accommodations, abodes, residences that I never considered them being my home, except my Winnipeg mansion XE "Winnipeg mansion" . Talking to the real estate agent filled me with nostalgia—perhaps, being single, wifeless, and childless—my only real home was the only thing I was attached to. I thanked my butler and housekeeper for their service, gave them letters of recommendations and generous bonuses. I said good bye to my Winnipeg colleagues and moved to Toronto. Initially I stayed in the Hyatt, but I was determined to buy a new home for myself. I settled the legal and financial parts with Elizabeth. Her father passed away and she became very lonely. When I told her I wanted to buy a home, she offered me to help selecting one. I happily accepted.


My leading position was entrusted on me after thirty five years of service. I was a young man in 1956 when I escaped from Hungarian Communism XE "Hungarian Communism" ; now at age of sixty one I still had plenty of energy. I looked after myself, eat moderately and exercised every morning. I launched myself into company business. As the new president and CEO XE "CEO:Chief Executive Officer"  of the firm I had to direct the engineering designs, and installations of our worldwide operations. We had ten regional offices and twenty thousand employees. A few thousand of those were project managers residing in foreign countries. I had a small team of expert colleagues and with their help we coordinated all activities, acquired new jobs, and negotiated all contractual details. I was busier than ever and welcomed Elizabeth help.


She missed her father and now that he was gone there was nobody anymore to be looked after. She seemingly compensated her loss and her housekeeping chores, searching for an ideal home for me. This wasn’t an easy task as she explained to me. She saw me daily, and after the first month she told me, “George, I don’t like you being in the hotel. I like you to come and have dinners with me in my father’s house. There is plenty of room there for both of us and you may consider living there until I find you a suitable home.” She blushed inviting me to stay in her home. A mark of her early youth crept to her still attractive face giving me this personal invitation. I think she was a couple of years younger or maybe older than I was.


To ease her embarrassment, I said, “Thank you Liz; I gratefully accept. I appreciate how difficult it might be for you to share your home with me—an old bachelor. I assure you I will be gentleman.” Her face became radiant, “Thank you George. You will give new meaning to my life that had so abruptly changed,” she said with a broad smile. The first time in my life I had somebody who cared for me. Our relationship was warm and platonic. I respected her mother instinct to care and look after my needs. She needed me more than I needed to be cared for; I got used to living by myself, not used to another person to interfere with my independence. She must have had a special instinct to perceive this and let me live my life as before. Evening times she invited me to the dinner table and after we consumed our food she told me about her search for a new home for me.


“George, do you think living in the busy and crowded Toronto with its heavy traffic and polluted air is where you should live?” she asked me one evening. 


“Is this why it has been taking a long time to find a new home for me?” I responded. She confirmed my question and explained that she is thinking about finding a suburban estate, with trees and fresh air instead of Toronto’s high rises and concrete jungle. Her explanation made sense and I also had the impression that she would like to leave the city as well and live close to nature. She loved flowers XE "flowers" ; she decorated her father’s home with indoor plants, and there were cut flowers in beautiful vases in the dining room and the living room. I must admit that slowly I began to notice the warmth of the home she had crated for her father and I began to like it.


“George,” she said on one evening after we had our meal, “I found a country estate, not far from Toronto that I think would suite you.” I didn’t respond and she continued. “It is not a very big house, but it has a large family room that can be converted into a large dining and conference room. You could invite your clients there to discuss your proposals and spend the evening in a pleasant atmosphere, have a few drinks after dinner.”


“Sounds good! What about the surroundings?” I asked her.


“It’s beautiful,” she responded enthusiastically to my positive reply. “Oh lots of Maple trees XE "Maple trees" , a flower garden, and a small stable enough for a few horses. And I almost forgot to mention, there is a small bungalow for the groundskeeper, who used to look after the horses as well. George, please, take some time tomorrow and come with me to see it.” 
 


She had an astute judgment, the place was ideal for getting away from the noisy and speedy life of Toronto I could see myself relaxing inside in winters and outside on the large deck, with one part under the maple trees the sunny side overlooking the garden. I could also feel that Liz would like to come and look after me in this home. Liz wouldn’t make such proposal. I could see how enthusiastic she was to convince me that this is the ideal place form me and for her, but she didn’t say that. I decided to ease the situation and said, “Would you help me with the cost? I am a bit of short of money,” which I said just to ease her apprehension waiting my responses. 


“Of course I would. I inherited so much money from my dad that I would be willing to pay for the whole thing. 

 
“In that case, you would have to live with me; after all you would be my landlady,” I said with a bit of mockery in my voice.


“Oh, George!” she embraced me and quickly released me a little embarrassed. “Thank you! Thank you! I would be happy to share our new home with you.” She was sparkling and looked much younger than usual. This was a new milestone in my life and the way it began to change. Liz convinced me to take the Via commuter train to go to work. The station was only five minutes drive and she took me there every morning. She convinced me to leave my office early, “You work too hard, I don’t want to loose you like I lost my father. George, please, don’t be obsessed doing your work.” I left at 3PM daily and she picked me up at the station. I let the younger members of the firm take more responsibility and I began enjoying the time I spent in our home with Liz.
Chapter 4
Consolidation


The first year kept me busy, as usual, running this large engineering operation as I have done it before. I was fully absorbed in my work and Elizabeth kept saying, 


“George, you seem to be obsessed. Slow down. Forgive me for saying this, but I fear it will cost you like it cost my father.”


These repeated concerns began to penetrate my mind. It was true; I wasn’t enjoying top management like I used to love engineering design and on-site management of projects. That was meaningful creative work. It was the center of my life and my achievements have given me self-satisfaction and pride in my assignments. Since I became the president and CEO I was no more than an administrator. My major role was to expand our business and make more profit. But we really did nothing new, but kept repeating the same routine we mastered before. The Board of Directors XE "Board of Directors:GCE" , of which I headed, awarded us with huge incomes and multi-million dollar bonuses—money we couldn’t even spend on ourselves. She was right, the business became an obsession with the central goal making GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering"  grow and make huge profits. Liz’s patient and apologetic reminders to slow down began affecting my thinking. After the first five years at the helm I began to slow down. 


Gradually I spent more time at home in her company. I further reduced my time in the office and left at 2PM. She waited for me at the station and we drove home. The table on the veranda was already set with snacks, an ice bucket, and a bottle of Scotch whiskey. A similar table was prepared in the sun room in winter time. Our 2PM routine coincided with increasing violence in the Middle East XE "Middle East" , NATO XE "NATO:Attacks on Yugoslavia"  attacks on Yugoslavia, ethnic cleansing, the liberation of Kosovo XE "Kosovo" , and the eventual capture of Slobodan Milosevic XE "Slobodan Milosevic" . Liz knew more about these events than I did. She scanned various channels on the Internet daily and listened to the radio while she was doing the house chores and cooking. We could have had a number of servants, but she said, “I enjoy keeping up our home for ourselves by myself.” Liz had a special talent, an insight, to make her own interpretations of the motivations behind these political and warring events. She explained to my inquiries; apparently under Tito XE "Tito"  the ethnic groups lived in relative peace. There were killings and reprisals in a small scale, but there were intermarriages between different ethnicities as well.


“Do you mean that it takes a strong-handed leader or a dictator to keep the masses at peace?” I asked her. She thought what the opposition claimed was believable. I had no idea what was happening in world politics other than what I heard through the daily onslaught of the mass media. Liz thought that power hungry leaders are behind the unrest in the Balkan XE "Balkan" . The opposition believes that nationalistic leaders, vying for power, are firing up the emotions of the uneducated masses, ethnic and religious groups, believing to correct historical grievances to fight for. The industrial countries are supporting these nationalists to grab power, form independent governments friendly towards their Western supporters. Liz had a quiet answer to my questions, logical explanations without her being taking sides, just explaining this complex situation in her non obtrusive charming way. I didn’t bother with politics other than learning the Middle-Eastern XE "Middle-Eastern:doing business"  way doing business that in my younger days benefited my firm and myself as well. Through Elizabeth’s quiet explanations I began to see political and economic interests through the eyes of the opposition and I learned new things, new views in new light. We talked about a variety of other things in our daily conversations with Liz that I truly enjoyed.


Besides learning that Western industrialist XE "Western industrialist"  are making access to the rich natural resources of the Balkan XE "Balkan"  and are renewing lucrative business opportunities in the region, Liz and I enjoyed talking about many other things. We had fun discussing the Clinton affairs with Monica that almost coincided with these bloody events. The tromped-up Whitewater charges revealed the extent how far the opposition is willing to go with the help of a special prosecutor. We discussed Canadian politics XE "Canadian politics:problems with Quebec" ; problems with Quebec XE "Quebec" , cut-backs on health care, meager governmental support for the arts, environmental problems, corporate briberies and scandals, and the Catholic Churches opposition to women’s rights. 


 Gradually I learned through our discussions how well-informed and cultured Liz was. She took me to the Shakespeare festivals; we even flew to Winnipeg to see new productions of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. XE "Royal Winnipeg Ballet."  I must admit, I never attended such artistic productions while I resided in Winnipeg, even though I was a director of the Symphony, and contributed to the yearly book festivals organized by the Writers Guild of Manitoba XE "Writers Guild of Manitoba" . These visits to cultural events XE "cultural events"  and conversations about their implied messages have gradually changed my outlook on life. These were political, economic, military, environmental, and cultural issues I never thought about during the hot pursuit of my carrier. Thanks to Elizabeth, I am a changed person, a man paying attention to cultural, social and world affairs. 


I already spent nearly twenty years as the President and CEO of the firm. My eightieth birthday was approaching and she, on her quiet way, began to tell me it’s time to retire. Many significant political events happened during these decades, millions of people lost their lives, victims of greed, thirst for power and drive for enrichment by small, but powerful elite of the world. I readied my colleagues for a gradual transition before my retirement. Those preparations took one more year, and then; I was ready and take my departure with a bit of nostalgia.

Chapter 5
Fears


I never felt so free and easy in my life, in spite of my advanced age. Elizabeth was elated, happy that we can now travel. She worked out in advance the steps we had to take before leaving. A few days after I was home all day she asked me after breakfast that we had on our summer verandah. “George, I am concerned about the decline of the world economy,” she began our conversation. I was amazed how thoroughly she was prepared explaining me a number of things we ought to do to protect ourselves from surprises. I noticed too that year after year our consulting business declined. She put this into a broader perspective; several regimes had been toppled and new revolutionary regimes XE "revolutionary regimes"  emerged. Some of these were fanatical Islamic countries and others established socialist governances. The rapid rise of the level of the oceans XE "oceans:rising levels"  forced major cities to relocate large populations. The number of monsoons and hurricanes increased and had been causing enormous damages. Millions of people died because of such disasters the biggest of those had been the Avian flew XE "Avian flew" . 

Wealthy people were well-protected because when the dangers of the pandemic became obvious they had the money to buy the anti-viral drugs XE "anti-viral drugs"  in time. The world’s less fortunate population remained unprotected. Widespread bloodshed caused by political and economic problems focused the attention and the resources of the governing powers elsewhere. Protection of their citizens was neglected, for which multi-millions fell victim to the Avian flew XE "Avian flew"  and died.


Neglect of the environment had become an increasing factor in the continuously lowered air quality and the pollution of rivers, even the sea which became the low cost dumping ground of waste. Liz and I had growing concerns about the future of the world. We were preparing several things before we left in the spring of 2011. Being concerned about other infections our doctor gave us protective shots against other viruses that were under control before but were spreading again, particularly in poor countries. She warned me against economic uncertainties and rapid inflation. Although the value of the Canadian dollar XE "Canadian dollar"  kept increasing with respect of the American currency XE "American currency" , but interest rates were increasing during the past decade. 

The United States XE "United States"  had spent a lot of money on wars first in Afghanistan XE "Afghanistan"  and far more in the drawn out war in Iraq. Liz thought the Bush administration XE "Bush administration"  had over-estimated America’s strength and ability to be the superpower of the globe. We were concerned that our paper currency XE "paper currency"  might become valueless. I followed her advice and converted a part of our assets into gold coins and some diamond stones. We also bought long term Canadian Government XE "Canadian Government:bonds"  bonds. We had a fire and flood proof vault and I built it into the concrete wall of our basement. In spite of being in my eighty first year I could still rely on my physical skills. It seemed to us that everything was done for protecting ourselves and our assets before leaving for a world tour.


It was till winter and we had time to plan and discuss what countries we are going to visit and in what order. We thought China XE "China"  was the most rapidly growing country and put it on the number one place in our list. Next we thought going to Russia, India XE "India" , Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia, the headquarters of the European Union XE "European Union:Brussels"  in Brussels in that order. Then on the way back we should visit Argentina XE "Argentina" , Brazil XE "Brazil" , Venezuela XE "Venezuela" , and Cuba XE "Cuba" . Liz thought that it will take five years to spend valuable time in these countries. This would allow us seeing important historical sites and learning the interpretations of famous historical events from the point of view of others. She had a whole list of famous writers imprisoned, and others whose life were threatened because of their views. On another list she had famous economists, political scientists whom Liz thought we should attempt to visit. I was amazed how much she must have worked on this project in preparation for our trip. Various countries, famous places and individuals were neatly laid out in her laptop computer, CD-ROMs, and in print in case the PC crashes.

Where would we go in China XE "China"  first, I asked her. Without hesitation she said to the Great Wall XE "Great Wall"  and explained how long and patient work it took to build it. Liz thought that China was never an imperialist nation and the famous wall is a symbol of its defensive rather than offensive intentions even in recent history. Her explanation really surprised me because we heard nothing from the global media—run by the Americans—than China’s military XE "China’s military"  preparations and oppression of personal freedoms by the Communist XE "Communist:dictatorships"  dictatorship. Her views made me really curious to see what the true situation is in China. XE "China."  I admired my wife more as we had time to talk about world affairs. She was much better informed than I was. I was eager to sit down with her daily during the last leg of winter months and talk about our visits with growing anticipation.

Before we left I called our groundskeeper and his wife to our sun-room. Liz served coffee and some snacks for us and we explained our five-year world tour to them. They were happy to look after everything as before, including daily checks inside our home. I handed over a cheque, in advance, for their wages for the whole five years. They thought that it was unnecessary, but they greatly appreciated the large amount. This was the last undertaking before we left on the 15th of April 2011.

Chapter 6
China

The Russian XE "Russian:gas line"  gas line was completed years ago and the giant aluminium smelter was operating to the full satisfaction of the Chinese government XE "Chinese government" . I phoned the Prime minister to make arrangements for our private visit. He recalled my official visit signing the contract of this giant project five years before. He was very accommodating and wanted to talk to us after our historical and cultural interests were fulfilled. The Minister of Culture and Tourism called me soon after our conversation and wanted to know what we were interested to see. Elizabeth talked to him for more than half an hour and she hang the receiver up. I could see on her face she was happy and exited. She got the minister’s e-mail address and as after she told me some details of her conversation, she sent him a list of things we wanted to see. We flew by China XE "China"  Air and to my surprise; a delegation welcomed us including Mr. Chou Peng XE "Chou Peng:Minister"  the minister himself giving Liz a bouquet of flowers. They took us to a richly decorated hall of a special quarter for invited guests of the Ministry. Our luggage was checked in by several bellboys and we signed the guest book, and I added a few words of appreciation.


Our next stop was in the dining room where Mr. Peng led us to a table set with gold plated utensils and chinaware. Before the dinner was served, he rose to speak and welcomed us as highly appreciated guests of the Chinese Government XE "Chinese Government" . He also spoke a few words about the great value of the electric generating plant and the mammoth aluminium smelter that were essential components for China XE "China" ’s preparations to manufacture rechargeable electric cars. He generously gave me and GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering"  credit for the excellent service to his country. He then raised his glass and we drank a toast. Liz was impressed by the warm reception and the plush surroundings of the guest quarters. After a light dinner the Minister himself escorted us to our rooms. He realised we were tired and told us to have a good rest. He said we will be picked up next morning by his ministerial tour guides, we already met and dined with. With a great sigh of happiness and relief that we can retire for the night, we closed the door behind him. 

An all electric chauffeur-driven limousine was waiting for us. Mr. Peng himself was our tour guide to the Great Wall XE "Great Wall" . On our way he explained the long history of how the wall was built. He emphasized that the wall is a symbol of China’s peaceful policies XE "China’s peaceful policies"  throughout thousands of years of its history to the present. They photographed us and made a digital video recording as we walked on the top of the wall to specific sites of historical interests. Next day we went to the excavations where the bronze casts of a whole horse mounted army was buried along with the dead emperor. I cannot recall all the names, historical dates, and other cultural details that Liz absorbed and recorded on her miniature digital pocket recorder. She carried it with herself everywhere, although, I am certain she could recall most of the details she learned. I just enjoyed the engineering details and the enormous effort the Great Wall’s construction required with relatively primitive historical tools and equipment. 

At the burial site I admired the fine workmanship of the mounted figures, each face individual, probably a true replica of the warrior. We visited several museums; the first one was a collection of artefacts dating back to six thousand years. These priceless pieces were displayed by various classifications; in the first rooms were the porcelain and glass works of art. The next one had bronze, silver and gold artefacts with intricate hand-carved patterns. Liz was allowed to make photographs. I also appreciate the patience and fine craftsmanship of these ancient artists. Other tours led to an ornamental building where the original manuscripts of Chinese philosophers XE "Chinese philosophers" , writers, poets, and musicians were preserved. I did appreciate ancient Chinese culture, but I was more interested to visit the Technical University of Beijing hoping to see new research projects. When I expressed my desire to Mr. Peng, he was ready to take us there. Elizabeth however suggested that we could possibly split up for a day or two and she could continue to study ancient Chinese XE "Chinese:culture"  culture while I went to the research institutions. Our host was very obliged to accommodate our desires; he left his deputy with Liz and he and I headed towards the University complex.

First we travelled through the huge campus with separate buildings for the basic sciences XE "basic sciences" , mathematics, geometry, computer science, chemistry, physics, and mechanics. The next complex housed the applied sciences, engineering, technology, and related research institutions, all in separate buildings. I thought, Liz would have enjoyed the nicely wooded park-like surroundings with neatly kept flowering gardens. After my formal introduction and exchange of courtesies, my first request was to see their electrical engineering research facilities. In one unit new methods of generating electricity were explored. The most promising was a fusion reactor XE "fusion reactor"  that could self-maintain itself, but its efficiency was low. The aim of the research was to increase its effectiveness further to conventional levels of nuclear reactors. I was surprised by the openness they outlined the ingenious methods they invented leading to the production of abundant pollution-free electricity. When I asked them why they don’t keep their inventions secret, the leader of the research team said, “The atmosphere and the environment are already badly polluted. It would take decades before clean energy was produced by fusion reactors. It is the common interest of humanity to share our knowledge and speed up this process.”

My host did not hesitate to take me to their military research complex either. Professor Liang, the head of the Defensive Military Research XE "Defensive Military Research"  Institution, explained China’s military strategy. XE "China’s military strategy."  He assured me that during the previous decades they developed their missile and nuclear potentials to such powerful level that no nation would dare to attack them. But the Chinese people feared that even a limited scale nuclear attack XE "nuclear attack" , elsewhere in the globe, would have devastating consequences on the world’s population. Now they were working on weapons of prevention that could stop further nuclear explosions after the first bomb exploded. Their peaceful intention and confidence in their own strength impressed me. Other research facilities were focusing on non-polluting recycling methods of plastics, metals, glass, and even the utilization of organic waste. I could see they were preparing to sustain their own economy in case world events would force them to do so. They were concerned about a developing devastating economic crises and a nuclear showdown between hostile regimes.

Liz and I met two days later in the guest quarters. We both needed a rest and had to share our experiences while we were apart from one another. She prepared a digital recording of all the sites we saw and the cultural treasures of the country. I was amazed viewing her recordings and explanations, historical dates and the background of history of the most remarkable pieces of her collection. I told her about my trip to the research facilities that were openly shown to me and the peaceful intentions of their developers.

She was curious to know if the government of China pursues the same policies. I told her about the courtesy of Chou Peng XE "Chou Peng:Minister" , who made an appointment for us with the Prime Minister. We could hardly wait during our two days rest to see him. The day arrived and the limousine picked us up and drove to the headquarters of the government. We were greeted by some officials of his office and were led to Ling Piao XE "Ling Piao:Prime Minister of China" ’s office. The Prime Minister gave us a warm welcome. He began by praising GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering" ’s assistance to Chinese XE "Chinese:culture"  engineering and technical development, and Canada XE "Canada" ’s neutral policies toward his country. I responded in kind and thanked him for the warm reception and plush accommodations we were given. We were seated around a low level round table in comfortable armchairs, and Ling Piao asked me what I like to discuss with him. I told him that I would like to have his views about developments around the world including China’s policies. He readily responded to my concerns about the future.

We had been patient to ignore hostile policies against our country, ever since we had overthrown the oppressive regime of our country. We were underdeveloped and cooperated with the Western nations to overcome our initial problems. It was painful to live with the American XE "American:economy"  military support XE "American military support"  of the Taiwan XE "Taiwan:Regime"  regime and the daily spy missions of American XE "American:economy"  planes over our land. But our cheap labour and our increasing technical and manufacturing abilities opened up attractive commercial opportunities in Europe XE "Europe"  and in the USA. Our relationship with the Americans required tremendous endurance. We knew that the occupation of Tiananmen Square and demonstrations calling for freedom were organized secretly by CIA XE "CIA:Central Intelligece Agency"  agents in this country. We talked to the young Chinese student leaders for several weeks. We tried to explain that they are being mislead by foreign interests, but without success. Our own agents informed us that the agitators are planning to burn the replica of the American monument of freedom XE "American monument of freedom"  and with the frantic students will try to overthrow our government. That ended our patience and the rest you already know, Mr. Pataji. 
I said something that we in the Western world were given a different picture of those events. He told me he was aware of that, and continued.

The Chinese leadership XE "Chinese leadership"  knew we had to be united and had been aware of the American XE "American:economy"  administration’s desire to overthrow our ‘Communist XE "Communist:dictatorships"  Dictatorship’ as they labeled us. We didn’t want to be defeated like they managed to overthrow the Soviet XE "Soviet:era"  Government. We did not want to lose control of our natural resources, mines and oil fields and valuable manufacturing basis like they bankrupted Russia XE "Russia:bankrupted" . We had to guard against agitators, paid agents, and dissidents who continued to find ways to overthrow our regime. We patiently continued to strengthen our economy, continuously improved the living conditions of our people and established genuine democracy, open expression regarding privatization of national assets. Strong control of troublemakers is essential in any governance to improve deprivation caused by the exploitation the defunct regimes. We continued to grow, established free education and health care. We also developed a strong army to defend our country. We now have long range missile and nuclear technology carefully guarded, with no intention to use them against any nation.

He took a sip of water, and asked me if he was too partial defending Chinese policies XE "Chinese policies" . I assured him that I am learning a great deal and he should continue. I questioned him about American wars XE "American wars"  in Afghanistan XE "Afghanistan"  and Iraq XE "Iraq" . I was also interested about Chinese American relationship XE "Chinese American relationship"  since George Bush’s visit to India XE "India"  more than five years before. 
American power XE "American power"  began to decline after the September eleven, 2001 terrorist attack. The defeat of the Taliban XE "Taliban:regime"  regime in Afghanistan XE "Afghanistan"  and the drawn-out Iraqi war drained American power. The American XE "American:economy"  economy suffered badly by their trillions of dollars of debt to us and to other countries. Bush’s policies were controversial lacking sound strategic considerations. The war against religious fanatics and terrorists has not ended yet. The imposition of American extremes XE "American extremes"  has no attraction to any people in the world. Limitless enrichment of small elites and impoverishment of ordinary people are not attractive alternatives for poor countries to emanate, and they resent their imposition. 

They have needed our support to temper North Korea’s and Iran’s ambition to develop nuclear weapons. Yet they continued their military support of Taiwan XE "Taiwan:Regime"  and spy activities XE "spy activities" . Bush had tried to create a hostile relationship between China and India XE "India" . The nuclear support to them was directed against us and other nations. Transferring trade to India was to further increase the profits of their global corporate giants and to depress our economy. We have been learning a lot during the last five years. The Chinese leadership has been learning about good governance ever since we defeated the former oppressive regime. We have learned to correct our mistakes and continue to change.

I interrupted him at that point because I was most interested in what China is planning now for the future. I expressed my concerns about growing economic disparities in the world, the increasing US deficit XE "US deficit" ; the falling value of the dollar; the decline of the American economy; growing unemployment; lack of health care for millions; poor education, and the erosion of social safeguards.
We have been holding public meetings with the heads of our largest companies for advice. They all have the same concerns as you do, Mr. Pataji. It seems the best governance is one that avoids extremes. We replaced state owned enterprises and totalitarian economic control with private enterprise. Freeing the resourcefulness of our people made our country the fastest growing and most prosperous. We are learning now that economic development must be coordinated by a central authority. Rampant uncoordinated growth XE "uncoordinated growth"  concentrated the economic, political, and military powers in a handful of global corporations XE "global corporations" . They are located in fiercely competing hostile countries governed by the strongest political party corporate power could buy. This in the past had created the great depressions and world wars. We called our private entrepreneurs for open discussions to avoid a similar collapse of our own economy. It was agreed collectively that the Government of China should and major industrialist and businessmen should control the economy. We formed a joint committee to study and coordinate economic growth XE "coordinate economic growth"  and advise the Government what policies to follow. We now stopped uncontrolled unlimited growth. We learned from the theorists of zero growth economy and are aiming to have a well-balanced growth where needs mandate it. 
Our biggest firms receive incentives to develop pollution free recycling methods. We now distribute a sizable part of corporate profits through new taxation rules. We have been improving public services, providing free health care XE "free health care"  with the most modern diagnostic tools. Factories manufacturing electronic gadgets for the West are now producing X-ray equipment, CT-Scans, Magneto Resonance Imaging XE "Magneto Resonance Imaging" , MRI XE "MRI:Magneto Resonance Imaging"  systems, a variety of new diagnostic inventions for heart examinations, micro surgical tools, and computerized remotely controlled surgical apparatus. In the near future, even remote locations could perform emergency surgery using this new technology. 

We are providing free educations at all levels. A large number of doctors, medical specialists, biochemists, and geneticists are being trained right now. Once we freed the inventive talents of our people they came up with a tremendous number of new ideas. The result is that we can now prosper by relying on our own resources in a well-balanced economy. The examples I gave you how we are improving the health and well-being of our people are just a few of the many things we do better.

I asked him what is being planned after every citizen of China XE "China"  will have secure livelihood, adequate housing, plenty of educational and cultural opportunities. The Prime Minister explained that China’s example of good governance is likely to spread to other countries. Liz remarked at that point that we will be good ambassadors in Canada XE "Canada" . She also said that the social services had been declining during the past decade in our country and corrections should be made. The Minister visibly appreciated that the Chinese example of good governance XE "good governance"  will be spread by us. He even remarked that he trusted our goodwill that is why he spent so much time with us. “We need prominent people, like you are, to reveal the true nature of our governance. Unless the extremes of capitalism are curbed and the industrially developed nations begin sharing their wealth the danger of self-destruction will be inevitable.” 


We thanked him for his warm hospitality and openness, and shook hands. He escorted us to the limousine wished us a good flight to Canada XE "Canada" . Liz and I were genuinely impressed with everything we saw and discussed in China XE "China" . Originally we wanted to go to Russia from here, but we were tired and needed a rest. The first time I realized my advanced age; I became tired after long walks, even after a long day spent without physical exertions drained my energy. Liz was in a little better shape than I was and encouraged me to lay down after lunch to rest. I fell asleep on the plane. It was the end of May when we landed in Toronto. Our groundskeeper picked us up and took us home. He took care of our luggage and the first impression arriving to our home was Liz’s garden with her flowers XE "flowers"  in full bloom. It was good being home. We had time to relax discuss things we learned in China, and to plan our next trip.

I visited my colleagues at Global Consulting Engineering. The CEO and I made arrangements to talk about what I learned in China. He was just as concerned about the future of the company and the global economy as Ling Piao XE "Ling Piao:Prime Minister of China" , the Prime Minister of China, and I was. He said he will have a Board meeting and work on pollution free recycling and other projects that we may even help China with as well as our company. He and I made an appointment with the leaders of the major Canadian political parties. I presented the joint meeting with things about the urgent need to pull together to avoid the collapse of the economy. I gave a detailed account about things I saw and learned in China. I also explained the need for a balanced economy, the need to cut the extremes of capitalistic freedom of exploitation. I explained the need to end political struggles to dominate within our country and the need to unite. These were radically new views that didn’t have immediate effects. But I noticed that a few young parliamentarians, even some conservatives, were impressed with the notion of ending political rivalry for the good of the country. Only the future could reveal whether they acted on my advice or not.
Chapter 7 
Russia

Liz and I enjoyed our home after being away for over one month. Ontario is beautiful this time of the year. We had our breakfast in the summer porch, looking down at Liz’s flower garden. By the last week of May we were through discussing our Chinese experiences. The topic of good governance XE "good governance" —capitalism with moderation, without extremes—filled the most interesting part of our conversations. It was relatively easy in China to conclude the need for a unified central government XE "unified central government"  and its implementation. The country started with communist dictatorship that evolved through public deliberations with the leaders of private enterprise and the people, into a central coordinating Authority. We talked about my attempt to talk to the major parties to unite for the sake of the country and its people. Liz was skeptical, she thought that the very nature of our system is a ceaseless race to win over others, and end up on top and rule.


This topic led us discussing what the Russians are possibly doing about the future of their country. We knew that President Putin XE "President Putin"  made considerable efforts to restore the country after the Yeltsin era. His efforts were labeled by the Americans as shifting toward dictatorship. We wanted to know the views of the people of Russia and its new leaders. Liz and I also wanted to take time for enjoyments. The cultural events XE "cultural events"  often draw us to Toronto XE "Toronto:cultural events" ; we bought new publications in the book fair, and saw new theatrical productions. As in other years, we drove to Stafford for the festivals. By mid summer Liz reminded me that winter comes early in Russia and we should travel there soon. She already received a great deal of information from a travel agency about organized tours to famous places, as well as private accommodations. We selected only one tour to St. Petersburg to see the famous city built by Peter the Great in 1703 on a swamp. After the communist revolution the city was renamed Leningrad and regained its original name in 1991. 

We boarded Aeroflot XE "Aeroflot"  in mid August in the Toronto airport, and with a refueling stop in Paris, we had a pleasant trip. We were lucky because the taxi driver who took us to the Kempinski Hotel was a well educated person and spoke fluent English. I gave him a generous tip and I hired him for next day to take us for a sight seeing tour. He turned out to be a good source of information. The hotel was near the Hermitage XE "Hermitage"  and we rented the Executive Suite because from its windows we could see the main building of this huge complex. Liz wanted to see several museums, historical sites and the famous collection of Czarina Catherine XE "Czarina Catherine" . We used the remaining part of the day to settle into our suite and rest studying tourist brochures. While reading, I fell asleep in the comfortable couch and woke up at dusk. It was a long day; we had dinner in the hotel’s diner. We both slept through the night. Sleeping again without a break surprised me and reminded me again of my age.

Next morning, the taxi was waiting for us as arranged. He drove through the city and we stopped him at the many famous places and monuments of the City. Elizabeth wanted to see the Greek Catholic Cathedra XE "Greek Catholic Cathedra" l, equal in architectural beauty with St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. I wasn’t very keen admiring the richly decorated golden ornamentation inside. I told her she could tell me about it on returning to the hotel and stayed with our driver. He told me about losing his job as a young social scientist employed by the Soviet XE "Soviet:era"  State. “Yeltsin and his gang betrayed our country,” he said. He explained that most government employees like he, lost their jobs and became unemployed. Gorbachew XE "Gorbachew"  made a huge mistake, he explained. He didn’t notice that a handful of the top leaders of the Soviet XE "Soviet:era"  Armed Forces sided with Yeltsin XE "Yeltsin" . To him, it was a tragedy because it ruined his country. Western industrial countries, mostly Americans and British bought our best companies, oil and gas fields, and mines, for pennies, compared to it real value. “We, who launched the first Sputnik XE "Sputnik"  and had the most advanced space technology, became an impoverished nation XE "impoverished nation" ,” he complained bitterly. I was just listening to his endless description of families who lost their homes and slept in the subways. His country became a lawless jungle where the Russian mafia XE "Russian mafia"  owned the streets. Robberies and murders became everyday events. He would have continued, but Liz came back from the Cathedral and we continued our tour of the city.


We drove by a large billboard advertising the “X International Ballet Festival MARIINSKY. The Stars of the White Nights 2011" program. We drove to the Mariinski Hall. XE "Mariinski Hall."  “This was the famous Kirov theatre, where the Kirov ballet XE "Kirov ballet"  performed,” explained our driver. “Our artists were the pride of the Russian XE "Russian:pipe lines"  people. They were most appreciated and well paid, but not anymore,” he complained bitterly. I asked him if it isn’t better now, twenty years later. While Liz went inside to see the program during our visit in St, Petersburg, he had time to continue.


“Putin began to clean up the mess, but it took time. He took over Yugos XE "Yugos:oil trust" , our giant Oil and Gas trust, and jailed its president, an American agen XE "American agen" t, for tax evasion and money laundering. The western media accused him for oppressing private enterprise, but they needed Putin too. This was just the beginning of cleaning the mess Yeltsin created. He gradually restored law and order and began cleaning up Russia from so called NGO XE "NGO:Non Governmental Organizations" s, Non Governmental Organizations,” he added. In 2006 Putin issued a new order; The NGOs were to disclose the sources of their income and their grant-making organizations. They are now compelled to report annually all their assets and property, real estate, office equipment, and disclose everything they bought during the course of a year. The US accused Putin abandoning democratic freedoms and making Russia an increasingly authoritarian state, but he was resolute. It’s too bad he is not our President anymore. We are still victims of merciless capitalism. If you have money you have everything, if you don’t you can starve...” 


He was stopped by Liz’s return from the Theatre with the program of the International Festiva XE "International Festiva" l. One show was dedicated to Dmitri Shostakovich XE "Dmitri Shostakovich" , “a must for ballet, opera and classical music lovers,” she read about one of the events. “The festival presents the company’s most exceptional productions with performances by leading Russian and international artists XE "Russian and international artists" , and combines famous historical productions along with new premieres and contemporary pieces.” We stopped for lunch in the outdoor restaurant of the newly built Cosmonaut hotel XE "Cosmonaut hotel" . Its name is a sign of Russia’s renewed national pride, I thought while eating. Liz invited our driver to our table that he visibly appreciated. He asked us if we were Americans and she told him no we are Canadians. “No wonder,” he remarked, “you are nice people, unlike the Yankees XE "Yankees" .” She asked him why he doesn’t like Americans. He explained to her that they ruined the Soviet State XE "Soviet State"  and its economy and made things worse than before.

Liz told him that was twenty years ago and that she saw no signs of impoverishment. “It is better now then it was under Yeltsin. President Putin XE "President Putin"  restored our economy and created law and order. But our new President still has to fight our internal enemies, the new rich classes and US agitators trying to incite an ‘Orange Revolution XE "Orange Revolution" ’ like in other countries.” She carefully implied to him that he may be bitter and prejudiced because he lost his Soviet position as a young man and had to work as a chauffeur through his life. He said if we were penalized by a system, like he is, we would be bitter too. He viewed the Americans as bullies, and their local elites are the same kind. The Americans think they are a superpower XE "superpower"  and can get away with everything, but not anymore. They had been losing their strength ever since the wars they started in Afghanistan XE "Afghanistan"  and Iraq XE "Iraq" . “We are strengthening Russia gradually as they are getting beaten everywhere,” he said. Liz saw how disappointed our driver was and in her kind way tried to console him.

We continued our tour, this time he drove to the many famous monuments enhancing the beauty of the city, its parks and its many palaces. Liz remarked at the monument of Czar Peter the Great XE "Czar Peter the Great" . “George, do you remember Leo Moll XE "Leo Moll"  talking about his sculpting apprenticeship in this city in his youth?” I knew Leo, who died around 2008, he was Winnipeg’s famous sculptor XE "Winnipeg’s famous sculptor" , who has been honored by a permanent outdoor and indoor exhibition in City Park. He also received the Medal of The Order of Canada XE "Canada"  for his artistic achievements. I either forgot the history of his life or it was known only to a few of his close friends and patrons, such as Elizabeth was.

I thanked our driver for his frankness giving me an impression of the view possibly shared by common Russians. We said good bye to him and I gave him a generous tip. Next morning we walked to the Mariinsky (Kirov) Ballet XE "Mariinsky (Kirov) Ballet"  and Opera Theatre’s office and bought tickets for Mussorgsky’s XE "Mussorgsky’s:Boris Godunov"  Boris Godunov opera. We spent our day with leisurely walks in the many beautiful parks nearby, and dropped in several palaces, now libraries and various museums. The day after the opera, we saw Peter Tchaikovsky’s XE "Peter Tchaikovsky’s:Swan Lake"  Swan Lake, a beautiful ballet. Liz was so impressed with the performance and the exceptional grace of the dancers that she wanted to see a modern production. Next day we saw a premiere production of Odine, a ballet in six scenes, to the music of composer Cesare Pugni. She told me after the show that the influence of the Canadian modern ballet’s style had visible impact on its choreography. We spent the night in our hotel suite and next afternoon we flew to Moscow. We booked the Kempinski Hotel XE "Kempinski Hotel"  in Moscow before we left St. Petersburg. We were lucky, on our arrival we found a brochure inviting participants to the International Summer School’s Participatory Program. Liz and I settled in our room and studied this and other programs of the Moscow State University, XE "Moscow State University,:MSU"  MSU. We were impressed by its history, size and courses it offered. The MSU XE "MSU:Moscow State University"  was established in 1755. By the time of our visit it had 600 buildings, including the skyscraper on Lenin Hill. The campus was attended by 40,000 undergraduates and 7000 postgraduate students. It had 4000 professors and 5000 researchers, working in MSU’s various research institutes. 

Next day we took a taxi and made an inquiry with Program Director Vasily Loginow XE "Vasily Loginow:Dean of the Faculty of World Politics" , Dean of the Faculty of World Politics XE "Faculty of World Politics" . He was happy to meet me, “the former CEO XE "CEO:Chief Executive Officer"  and President of the world’s largest Consulting Engineering firm,” saying in welcoming us. He recommended to me to get enrolled in the in the Summer School, and handed me a long list of topics of the Participatory Program XE "Participatory Program:World Politics"  of World Politics. I asked Elizabeth if she would want to get enrolled and she was happy to join me. We both got enrolled and took the long list of the summer topics that will be explored back to our hotel. The Dean asked us if we would like to live in the campus’s dormitory during the course that began June 1st, 2011 and lasted for two months. We knew that the dormitory will not be nearly as comfortable as our hotel, but hoped that it will worth the experience. In the hotel we discussed the drawback, but for the advantage of being close to the other participants won. The participatory topics were listed in our brochure. They were all important global issues; among the long list I found these titles the most interesting:
 
Consequences of incessant industrial production and economic growth XE "economic growth" .


Problem resolution XE "Problem resolution" ; eliminating the division of the globe into hostile camps.



Could the United Nations XE "United Nations"  turn into an effective organ of peace-keeping. 


What are the criteria of creating a harmoniously living well provided worldwide Governance?


Can humane laws and enforcement methods eliminate inhuman, incorrigible elements XE "incorrigible elements"  of society?


Is fair and equitable access to the world’s natural resources possible?


How to stop global warming and the destruction of the natural environment?


Should personal liberties and the freedom of enterprise XE "freedom of enterprise:be regulated"  be regulated?

Can the self destruction of civilization XE "self destruction of civilization"  be prevented?

I only listed the topics that most interested me among the many others, and not in the order as they were to be discussed. Liz had her choices as well and we were both waiting for discussing some of these with considerable anticipation. We were ready to rest for the night, and closed the day with the decision to phone the Dean next day. I did, and he secured us a room in the dormitory. He told me that we were the eldest of the eighteen people enrolled and the only ones with considerable technical, scientific, and business background. The others were political scientists, economists, sociologists, environmental scientists, and a few politicians. They were from all over the world. The Dean told me that in the few days left before the Summer School begins, he would be happy to discuss privately with us some of the reasons that brought us to Moscow. “I also would like to ask some questions about Canada XE "Canada"  from you,” he finished his invitation with these words. 

Elizabeth studied the guided tours of Moscow and he selected one. He encouraged me to accept the Dean’s invitation and she said that she will join us after she saw the Kremlin XE "Kremlin" , the Russian Parliament XE "Russian Parliament" , and other interesting sites. “George, you go dear, I will join you before the School opens.” I hugged and thanked her for her decision. Liz knew I was more interested in talking to the Dean than sightseeing. I took a taxi and drove to the campus straight to the Dean’s ,Vasily Loginow’s, office. He was thrilled greeting me, and asked his secretary to show me our room in the dormitory. He also invited me to return to his office after I unloaded my luggage. The secretary got into the taxi waiting for me and directed the driver to the building housing the dormitory. The driver and the secretary, a young woman, helped me take my luggage to our room, and we drove back to the office. 

“Come Mr. Pataji, It’s lunch time.” He took my arm and led me to the faculty’s dining room. It was a self-serve diner, much like ours at the University of Manitoba. We took a table, and before I ate, I thanked him for his invitation. He said he was the one who should thank me for willing to spend a few days with him. “And please Mr. Pataji call me, Vasily, it will ease our conversations.” I agreed on condition, if he called me, George. The rest of our discussions become informal even when we exchanged ideas about complex and controversial issues. After lunch he asked me if I needed a rest and I appreciated his attentiveness. He walked me to the dormitory. At the door of our room he told me that he will be happy to continue our conversation when I was up to it. I had slept for almost an hour, then walked back to Vasily’s office. He was glad to see me again and we spent the rest of the afternoon with private talks.

He wanted to get a first hand information about Canada XE "Canada" ; its political, economic, and social conditions XE "social conditions"  during the last decade. He knew that we had two major parties and that one of them had been able to form a stable government. He wanted to know what happened after the first minority government was formed from 2005-on. I told him that I and most Canadians voted against the short lived Liberal government because they discredited themselves with fraudulent contracts. Money from invoices paid to Quebec XE "Quebec"  firms for public relations services were shifted to the coffers of the Liberal Party XE "Liberal Party" . Some of the Liberal government officials also took kickbacks. These illegalities were uncovered by the Gomorey XE "Gomorey:judicial inquiry"  judicial inquiry. Subsequently the accused corporate leaders and government officials were taken to court and received jail sentences. Vasily remarked that it reminded him of similar events, when President Putin XE "President Putin"  jailed the CEO and President of the giant oil firm Yukos XE "Yukos" . He wanted to know how Canadians and the Americans reacted to that. The Americans accused Putin using authoritarian methods, I explained that Canada usually tries to stay neutral. Our economy is so closely tied to the US that in spite of most Canadians resent American XE "American:bullying"  bullying, we remain silent.


He wanted to know what happened in 2006 after the New Conservative Party led the minority government. I explained that the fear of ‘Western Rednecks’ abated. Extremist within the new government had to lay low and had to be cooperative in order to stay in power. Otherwise the Conservative minority government would have had a short life. The Canadian economy was in good shape during the next three-four years. As the American power XE "American power"  was drained in Iraq, and their deficit grew enormously, the value of the Canadian dollar XE "Canadian dollar"  kept increasing. Of course Canadian oil and gas brought our country unusually large revenues. Similar gains were realized by the Canadian mines. When General Motors and Ford closed several of their plants, the Chinese and South Korean XE "South Korean"  car companies XE "car companies"  set up plants in Canada XE "Canada" . Canadian XE "Canadian:minerals"  nickel, copper, zinc, aluminum, cobalt, and other minerals gave them an advantage to build electric cars in our country. Vasily interrupted my account at that point and asked me what has happened during the last years.


From about 2009-on Canadian XE "Canadian:prosperity"  prosperity began to dwindle. “It was mostly a reaction to the global decline, Vasily, your country and the global economy suffered from,” I told him. He agreed with me, and I continued to answer his questions. I told him about our unsold agricultural and industrial products, growing unemployment, unrest in Quebec XE "Quebec" , and another minority government elected in 2009. The first time in Canadian history the National Democratic Party XE "National Democratic Party:NDP" , NDP, formed the government. They can barely hang on because of the growing unrest in the country. I told him about my fear of the complete collapse of the global economy and that this civilization may destroy itself. “Is there any informal group or organization in Canada XE "Canada"  seeking better form of governance than political party based?” he asked me. I told him that in my view, most Canadians had been influenced by a group loyal to the ‘British Throne XE "British Throne" e’ that no group is searching for new better forms of governance. And that my attempt calling all parties together to unite had fallen on deaf ears.
 
I didn’t notice how quickly the afternoon turned into evening. The sun sets late in Moscow and it was my stomach that warned me to call it a day. Vasily was so interested in my account that didn’t interrupt me. When I suggested continuing next day and that it will be his turn to answer my question. He apologized for not noticing noticing haw fast time went by. He got up and took me to his home for dinner. I met his wife, a patient lady, who was used to Vasily’s unpredictable schedules. She greeted me with a smile and remarked that I must be very hungry, and led me to the dinner table. Vasily brought us vodka on ice, and we were chatting while she warmed up the dinner. During the dinner, they saw that I was tired for my attention began to wonder off some complex political issues they talked about. Right after we ate, Vasily took me to the dormitory and I retired for the night.

Next morning I walked to his office; he was glad to see me well rested. He asked me what subject I was interested in and I mentioned Chechnya XE "Chechnya"  from a Russian point of view. “Chechnya had been a historical problem even during the Czarist XE "Czarist:Russia"  rule,” he began. In his view Islamic fanatics had been the main causes of the problem Stalin XE "Stalin"  deported the entire Chechen population to Siberia XE "Siberia"  during the Great War. They fought for independence after Yeltsin took over the government. In Vasily’s opinion, the Americans and mainly the British were secretly arming the so called Chechen Nationalist. The real goal was to use these ‘freedom fighters’ as they called the Islamic terrorists, to gain access to the rich oil and gas fields and pipelines of the region. He took a book from the bookshelf and began to read:
The oil and gas fields in Chechnya and pipelines from Baku XE "Baku"  to Novosibirks XE "Novosibirks"  are extremely important to Russia because of its pipeline monopoly; Transneft XE "Transneft" , earned annual transit fees up to $300 million in 1999, and much larger earnings were dependent on new pipeline routes. President Putin made a peace agreement with the rebels. The shut down oil wells and delivery system were reopened in 1997 after the Khasavyurt XE "Khasavyurt:peace agreement"  peace agreement with the Islamic terrorists. The Russian government began building the new pipeline and a railway to Moscow, through Daghestan XE "Daghestan" , bypassing the Chechen section. Then the terrorists struck again, sabotaged the pipeline, siphoned the oil, and was forced to close the line again in 1999—about two years before 9/11/2001. In August 1999 Chechen fighters entered Daghestan and declared the whole Caucasus region an independent Islamic state. They also cut the railroad to undermine XE "undermine:Russia"  Russia, which provoked a new war. In the middle of the first decade, Chechen Islamic terrorists XE "Islamic terrorists:chechnia"  were still called ‘freedom fighters XE "freedom fighters" ’ by the Western powers, even after the terrorists blew up a high-rise apartment building in Moscow XE "Moscow:explosion" . Three hundred civilians were killed in that most ghastly attack. At the end of the first decade of the century, several top leaders of the Islamic wars in the Caucasus were enjoying sanctuary in London. Hypocritically, these Islamic terrorists were called ‘freedom fighters’—nationalists fighting for independence—by the American, British XE "American, British:western powers"  and other western powers. The London subway bombings XE "London subway bombings"  had changed their cynicism and declared the Chechen rebels Islamic terrorists. 

Vasily put the book back and said, “I thought you might be interested to hear the views of a Russian historian XE "Russian historian"  about these events. Russian nationalists XE "Russian nationalists"  have been claiming to this day that the ‘imperialists XE "imperialists" ’ wanted to control the gas and oil production of the Caucasus XE "Caucasus" , the Caspian Sea XE "Caspian Sea:oil"  and its rich gas and oil fields East and North-East coast of the Caspian region. From our point of view, Western support of the Chechen terrorist had been due to their interest in the rich oil and gas fields, tremendous reserves, and pipeline routes of Russia. 

“I don’t know, George, if you know that after the break-up of the Soviet Union, XE "Soviet Union,"  US and European capital were flowing into the gas and oil assets of the area. They built a new pipeline deliberately by-passing Russian XE "Russian:pipe lines"  territory—weakening the Russian economy XE "Russian economy" —from Baku, via Georgia XE "Georgia" , to the Black Sea port XE "Black Sea port:Supsa"  of Supsa. Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey and Kazakhstan also built a gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to Turkey for the same reason. This pipeline was financed by its major owners; the merged UK and EU oil giant BP-Aramco XE "UK and EU oil giant BP-Aramco" .”


I didn’t know such details of the enormous struggle to take over former Soviet assets XE "Soviet assets:takeover" . I was involved managing GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering"  and paid little attention to politics in those days. I didn’t know before Vasily’s explanation of the strong American XE "American:influence"  influence and military presence in the former Soviet XE "Soviet:era"  territories. “Didn’t you read Bill Richardson XE "Bill Richardson" ’s brazen statement in the UN?” he asked me. And when I said no, all I know that he was US ambassador to the United Nations at that time. Then Vasily read his statement:
“At stake is far more than the fate of the complex Caspian region itself. Rivalries XE "Rivalries"  are played out here will have a decisive impact in shaping the post communist world, and in determining how much influence the US will have over its development. This is about US energy security XE "US energy security" , which depends upon diversifying our sources of oil and gas world-wide. It is also about preventing strategic inroads by those who don’t share our values. We are trying to move the newly independent countries toward the West. We would like to see them reliant on Western commercial and political interests rather than going the other way. We’ve made a substantial political investment in the Caspian, and it is very important to us that both the pipeline map and the politics come out right.”

These blunt statements made me speechless for a while. Then I told Vasily that I was sorry to have learned so late how Western Europeans and American powers fought for oil and other natural resources of Russia and former Soviet territories XE "Soviet territories" . I understood now how difficult was for President Putin to keep friendly relationships with these foreign powers in spite of forming rights to Russia’s natural resources, and surrounding this disenfranchised nation with their NATO XE "NATO:armies"  armies. This was a complex situation for the Russian leader to navigate. Vasily explained to me why the Russian people XE "Russian people"  supported Putin. He gradually eliminated the enormous chaos and dislocation, asset stripping, flight of capital to the West, money laundering, corruption, and lawlessness. These were viewed by ordinary Russian citizens with satisfaction. He was restoring the pride of ordinary Russians in their country.

Everything my driver told me about Putin’s efforts XE "Putin’s efforts"  to recreate Russia’s former greatness matched with the historical past from Czarist XE "Czarist:Russia"  Russia to about 2008. I asked Vasily to talk about the post Putin era. He explained that the new President and his administration continued Putin’s efforts to secure Russian pride XE "Russian pride"  and independence, a power to reckon with. “The Americans needed our support more than Russia needed theirs,” he said. He believed that Putin’s successor XE "Putin’s successor"  is improving its relationships with its immediate neighbors; Iran XE "Iran" , Syria XE "Syria" , and the Middle-Eastern countries XE "Middle-Eastern countries"  including Israel XE "Israel"  and the Palestinians XE "Palestinians" . 

“Looking back,” Vasily said, “the invitation of Hamas was an ingenious move of Putin for two reasons. One was a warning to the Americans to remove their armed forces from Georgia and Kazakhstan. A warning that they should also remove the choke of NATO XE "NATO"  from our borders. And second, that it is more rational talking to the enemy to resolve problems, rather than to reject their legitimacy outright. He made a secret commitment with the Hamas XE "Hamas:leaders"  leaders to control Islamic fanatics XE "Islamic fanatics:in Chechnya"  in Chechnya in exchange for creating an international status for Hamas XE "Hamas:international status" . The continued negotiations convinced Hamas that the enemy is religious fanaticism everywhere; in Palestine, in Israel, and in Chechnya. The current leadership is continuing Putin’s ingenious policies.” This was Vasily’s account of the current situation in Russia. 


There was one more day left for continuing our private exchange of opinions and ideas before the summer school began. Elizabeth arrived and Vasily gave us a tour of the huge campus with 600 building complexes. Liz wanted to stop at the Faculty of Fundamental Medicine. She wanted to see the research programs of Space Biology, and explained that the Institute has a unique collection of new biological data. The Dean gave us a CD-ROM XE "CD-ROM:electronic records"  with a short list of the data on it and explained, “We had the only space station since the Soviet XE "Soviet:era"  era and had to study the effects of gravity and the lack of it on the human body. And we had to study human metabolism XE "human metabolism"  and maintain it under such unknown conditions. You will find a summary of an enormous amount of scientific data on the disk, including the newest we discovered building the new joint space station we have been building jointly with the Americans.” Liz thanked him for the gift and we continued our trip through the huge grounds. Vasily remarked that the joint space project had been a fast and low cost way to learn and catch up with Russian XE "Russian:space science"  space science and technology. Liz agreed with him and added that even now they have to rely on Russian XE "Russian:missiles"  missiles to commute back and forth from the space station. “Now that they are forced to withdraw from military bases surrounding us and others around the world, the US military is trying to build a permanent military base on the moon XE "moon:mltary base" ,” and he added, “from then they will try to establish military superiority.” I then noted that it is a sad prospect for the peace of the World, and Liz and Vasily agreed. The trip around the campus, including lunch and dinner at two different staff lounges, took the whole day. We thanked Vasily for the tour and said good night to him. We were to meet next day to participate in the deliberations of the International Summer School.

Chapter 8
Internationals


Vasily Loginow, Dean, Faculty of World Politics, XE "Faculty of World Politics,"  Moscow State University XE "Moscow State University" , welcomed the participants of the International Summer School XE "International Summer School" . He explained that other than the list of topics to be discussed that was part of the invitations sent to other universities all over the world, there will be no course material distributed. We, the participants will choose from the topics on the list what to discuss and in what order. We will have to decide which one of us, participants, will begin expressing his or her views on the subjects, and others will comment, critiquing and expressing their opinions. He asked each of us to introduce ourselves, what country we came from, our occupations and experiences, and our personal interests that brought us here to discuss the topics of the International Summer School. The discussions were held in one of the small rooms of the Faculty, where regular postgraduate students were lectured. On this occasion the tables were arranged forming a small square and we could see and hear one another. Vasily sat at one of the small tables as, we, the 24 participants seated ourselves. This way he appeared to be one of the participants not the course leader.


The self-introductions began with a British economist XE "British economist" , followed by a political scientist from Germany XE "Germany:political scientist" , and all twenty four of us, Liz and I from Canada XE "Canada" , a Swedish XE "Swedish:environmental scientist"  environmental scientist, a geneticist from Holland, XE "Holland,:genecisist"  an Egyptian XE "Egyptian:electrical engineer"  electrical engineer, a female computer scientist from India XE "India" , a Chinese XE "Chinese:social science professor"  social science professor, the Chief Political Advisor of Hamas XE "Hamas:Chief political Avisor"  from Palestine, the Leader of the Israeli Labor Party XE "Israeli Labor Party:leader" , a South African economist, the leader of the Russian XE "Russian:pipe lines"  Communist XE "Communist:dictatorships"  Party, a British expert XE "British expert:on military production"  on military production and commerce,  the Vice President of the Philippine Media XE "Philippine Media:Vice President of" , the leader of the Chilean Socialist Party, the former US Chief Negotiator of All American Free Trade Agreement XE "All American Free Trade Agreement" , the Vice president of World Bank XE "World Bank:Vice Pres. African Branch" ’s African Branch, the former president of the United Nations XE "United Nations:former President of" , the President of the Liberation of Nigerian Oil and Mineral Resources, XE "Liberation of Nigerian Oil and Mineral Resources,"   former US President XE "US President:former"  Clifton, a Brazilian economist XE "Brazilian economist" , a political scientist from Indonesia XE "Political scientist from Indonesia" , and the head of the Cuban Economic Development Counci XE "Cuban Economic Development Counci" l. I should have written down more of the details of the introductions, but it was impossible. I was glad that I could scribble down the short list above. The introductions took the whole day. Liz told me that she tried to get my attention, but I was busily writing. The entire session is being recorded and will be available to all participants on CD-ROM XE "CD-ROM:electronic records" , and people could also download it from the Internet XE "Internet" . Many people, all over the world, don’t have computers, but they can read. She asked me if I am planning to write a book, and I told her that I don’t plan to, but might have the course material transposed to print and distribute it free of charge. My impromptu personal impressions and thoughts might be added to the publication. She praised me for such an excellent idea. Then we retired for the night, although the other younger participants remained in the Faculty’s dining room after dinner and got to know one another in a pleasant atmosphere.

Next day, after a lengthy discussion, the first topic, Consequences of Incessant Economic Growth, XE "Consequences of Incessant Economic Growth,"  were selected by the participants from the list of more than twenty topics. The Brazilian economist was the most vocal and he presented his views in a lengthy comment. He said there is an inherent problem in capitalism. He began explaining ancient drives to produce hunting weapons, tools, and utensils for the enhancement of survival. Production began to improve safety and security, and general well-being of scattered tribes. Then he said that the sole purpose of production today is profit making. Technological development XE "Technological development" , massive automation and robotic manufacturing are replacing physical laborers and intellectual workers. Fierce competition XE "Fierce competition"  and the enormous pace of production will inevitably create mountains of unsold products XE "unsold products"  and create massive global unemployment. In his view, it will create a worldwide tension XE "worldwide tension" , unrests, police and military controls. So much mass of destructive weapons are in the arsenals of hostile nations and terrorist organizations that the world is threatened with self–destruction XE "self–destruction" . 

To me his logical presentation made sense, but the British economist didn’t see things as dark as the Brazilian. He didn’t demy the historical shift for the reason human beings began to produce and the current high speed, high efficiency production. At that point Chilean Socialist Party Leader XE "Chilean Socialist Party Leader"  interrupted him demanding to define efficiency. “Isn’t it means that the producers draw more profit from high-tech production?” The British retorted that “it was not completely true.” He explained that in the past when social situations became tense, capitalist states made considerable concessions. He feared no global self-destruction, he believed the extra profits will be shared by workers and employees as it had been in the past. That may had been true in the countries of former ‘colonialists XE "colonialists" ,’ emphasized the word the Chilean. But in his opinion not only in the exploited colonies, but the entire Mid and South American countries had been oppressed as well. The US could easily keep its extensive middle class happy from the huge profit she drew by collaborating with South American oligarchies XE "South American oligarchies"  he explained. In his opinion it will not take many years before industrial overproduction will run the world economy to a dead halt. He agreed with the Brazilian economist that at that point the world’s population will be so deprived and social tensions will build up to such high levels that some military or terrorist action could endanger the future of civilization. 


The only other female participant was a computer scientist from India XE "computer scientist from India" , she took over the thread of the topic. India was a British colony XE "British colony" , “the jewel in the crown,” as it once was referred to, she said. In recent years India had created an enormous number of high-tech jobs. She explained the rapid development of Indian industries, XE "Indian industries,"  textile, garment, shoe factories, engineering and computer service enterprises, and listed a host of other developments. The living standards of our people have been steadily increasing, she explained. She couldn’t understand why other countries will not be able to learn from India’s experience and improve the social conditions in their countries. The South African economist XE "South African economist"  interrupted her, “It has been relatively easy in your country with American help,” he began. As China had been getting economically and militarily strong, the US decided to counteract Chinese progress XE "Chinese progress"  by making deals with India. He explained that the strategy was two pronged, one was to reduce China’s thriving global trade and replace its products with cheaper Indian made goods. The other was the nuclear aid they offered to India, and that was done to counterbalance China’s military XE "China’s military"  strength. 

“I didn’t come here to discuss the ongoing manipulations of countries by crafty politicians. The topic under discussion is the future of the world. The economists claimed that the pace of automated production will run into a dead end. Before I accept this prediction, I think we should get some tangible proof of this threatening trend,” commented the Indonesian political scientist. His comments were received with murmurs that were broken by the leader of the Nigerian Liberation of Oil and Mineral Resources XE "Nigerian Liberation of Oil and Mineral Resources"  Party. He explained that globalization is one indication of the fast pace. Capitalism is running itself into self-inflicted troubles and the world towards disaster. The oil industry’s sixteen thousand producers were reduced dramatically during the last decade. Today, five giant transnational corporations own sixty five percent of the world’s oil production facilities. 


“You want proofs, I give you more,” cut into the Nigerian’s comments the British military analyst. He listed the countries possessing nuclear bombs from the single American breakthrough in 1945 to 2011. “Today there are nine countries that openly declared having nuclear bombs XE "nuclear bombs:countries possessing" , and probably five more that keeps their possessions secret. “Then he went on for minutes and listed spy satellites and planes, missiles, tanks, armored vehicles, land and sea mines, machine guns, flame throwers, shoulder fired missiles, ground to air and air to ground target seeking missiles, precision bunker buster bombs, and smaller armaments. It is estimated that arm production and sales quadrupled during the last two decades. “I didn’t talk about biological, nano XE "nano:weapons" , spent nuclear, biological, and chemical substances XE "biological, and chemical substances:military usage"  engineered for military usage. I see both galloping speed of production and increasing danger of self-destruction that could be triggered either by a war or by a massive terrorist action.”


Liz and I discussed these presentations in our room. She found many of the facts presented convincingly frightening, so did I. Others provided more data about massive quantities of unsold products. The German political scientist talked about fierce competition in the automobile industry, near bankruptcies, takeovers and mergers with newer and better producers, and the consequences of robot production that made millions of autoworkers unemployed. The Philippine media owner said that only a handful of media moguls XE "media moguls"  are controlling the global media; newspapers, TV and radio broadcasting, and the major Internet providers, including wire, cable, wireless, and satellite communications. Liz and I could see that the major controls are in the hands of a few transnational corporations who are fiercely competing for dominance. These deliberations by the participants of the Summer School of Moscow State University, Faculty of World Politics were hovering about the cons XE "Summer School of Moscow State University, Faculty of World Politics, were hovering about the cons" consequences of incessant growth XE "incessant growth:consequences of" , concentration of economic power for several weeks. Vasily did not interfere let the participatory process find its ways. In the third week of the discussions, the Egyptian Engineer XE "Egyptian Engineer"  spoke up, “I suggest we talk about limits of individual liberties and corporate freedoms that are closely related to the subject and also listed in the topics given to us by Dean Loginow. Participants who were silent before made approving remarks. Liz said that those people are action oriented and are possibly trying to find solutions that limit ‘mindless’ growth. Her strong emphasis surprised me and when we discussed the question she said, 
“We should not be satisfied with listing the world’s problems, but we must seek remedies to stop growth for its own sake. Growing profits XE "Growing profits"  concentrating in the hands of a few giant corporations, members of four global blocs are senseless. Hoarding of so much capital is an obsession. I read the speech of the President of the Canadian Workers Union XE "Canadian Workers Union"  recently. He emphasized the utter irrationality of the developing situation. In his view the incessant drive for profit became an obsession and its consequences could be deadly rewards. Then he listed several polls by the US National Opinion Research Center XE "National Opinion Research Center" , Harvard Medical Schoo XE "Harvard Medical Schoo" l, Erasmus University in Rotterdam XE "Erasmus University in Rotterdam" , and surveys in Sweden XE "Sweden:a survey" . They all show that the wealthiest Americans and Europeans are unhappy, often depressed. Their obsession blinds them and they are unable to change their relentless pursuit of profit. They are unable to find rewards in friendship, family, and respect for the life of the community. Their life is virtually empty, lacking fulfillment. The head of the Union saw these megalomaniac tendencies XE "megalomaniac tendencies"  that in the past two decades industrialized the globe are bringing civilization to the brink of destruction.”
Elizabeth’s lengthy comment on my brief question showed me the depth of her concerns and I suggested to her to bring up the same topic next day at the seminar. Should personal liberties and the freedom of enterprise be regulated? This title became the subject of our deliberations that also lasted for over two weeks. Limiting freedoms is a subject closely related to the earlier topic of mindless growth. The questions are, should freedoms be curtailed? If so, can they be regulated? What are the goals of setting limits? These were the first responses after Liz brought the subject to the seminar. The Egyptian engineer answered all three questions. He took a stand for setting limits to growth and to limitless enrichment of a few. As for the method of regulating human and corporate greed, he recited Thomas Hobbs XE "Thomas Hobbs" ’s Leviathan XE "Leviathan:Book by Thomas Hobbes" . It would require a benevolent dictator XE "benevolent dictator"  to find the middle ground that would create social harmony and general well-being. Such balanced conditions could possibly be reached in countries where the governance frames the limits and enforces the law mandating them. He finished saying that in a country, such as Egypt, it might be possible to achieve, but such methods would be declared antidemocratic.


The head of the Cuban Economic Developmen XE "Cuban Economic Developmen:head of" t Council agreed with him. Americans deprived our people in collaboration with a small oligarchy controlling our country before Fidel Castro’s revolution. They refused to give him a permit to land in New York, declared him a Communist XE "Communist" . Yet he was seeking a middle ground ending Cuba XE "Cuba" ’s exploitation. Then the Americans imposed an economic embargo on Cuba and attempted to undermine it by covert and military actions. This is the real face of American stile democracy XE "American style democracy" ; limitless exploitation, limitless growth, economic subjugation, so called freedoms without bounds. Our recent government is following Castro’s policies XE "Castro’s policies" . The people in our country are not rich, but have universal health care, free education to the highest levels. We have no hungry disenfranchised masses in Cuba XE "Cuba" , like the growing number of unemployed in the US. We managed to create general well-being in spite of the hardships imposed on our country. We have a thriving world class drug research industry and worldwide drug commerce, among several other achievements. I agree with the citation from Leviathan, it takes a very strong leadership to fend against internal and external enemies, who like to restore American excesses of ‘freedoms XE "American excesses of ‘freedoms" ’ and exploitation in Cuba.


The social scientist from China XE "China"  also stated that strong hands against the forces opposing social improvements is imperative. He recalled the patience of the Chinese Government XE "Chinese Government"  not interfering with the Tiananmen Square XE "Tiananmen Square"  demonstrators for weeks. When it became known that covertly sponsored agitators were trying to use the students to overthrow the government they had to use harsh methods to stop them. China managed to avoid the danger of dictatorship XE "danger of dictatorship"  of self-seeking power. The system established after the so called ‘flower revolution’ is a participatory process between the people, the entrepreneurs, and the government. Such system is genuinely democratic; it avoids dictatorship, like Thomas Hobbs XE "Thomas Hobbs" ’ ideals. His comments were followed by similar opinions from many other participants. When Liz and I talked about the discussions she initiated, we concluded that the reasonable limits, in fact any limitations to free enterprise will be resisted by political systems calling themselves democracies. Consequently, no ‘golden middle’ balance of social peace and general well-being can be established by peaceful consent of the powerful. Attempts in trying to impose limits would run into strong political resistance and unlikely to succeed. And that is a dangerous prospect for the future of society.


Next day the topic of limiting freedoms was extended by the leader of the Israeli Labour Party XE "Israeli Labour Party" . He pointed out that unlimited economic freedom of the Capitalist systems could not create societal harmony. He argued that the freedom of speech must also be limited. The worst manifestation in the Middle-East is instilling hatred into entire populations, beginning in childhood. He brought up examples of Jewish fanaticism teching hatred for Arabs and Islam to young boys in Hadarim XE "Hadarim"  by the extremist Talmudic Rabbies XE "Talmudic Rabbies" . The young Jewish fanatic XE "Jewish fanatic"  who shot Yitzhak Rabin XE "Yitzhak Rabin" , “our former Prime Minister, was indoctrinated by a person brought up in such intolerant atmosphere,” he concluded. 

The Chief Political Advisor of the Hamas Government XE "Hamas Government"  agreed with the views of the Israeli Labor Leader. The educated majorities of both the Arab and Israeli peoples could get along in peaceful coexistence with one another. He believed that the fierce hatred and bigoted claims for a small piece of land is due to the fanatical theocracies in both of our territories. The historical sites so fiercely claimed by Jewish fanatics XE "Jewish fanatics"  is due to religious indoctrination and extremist views. Its Arab counterpart is the fierce claim to Jerusalem XE "Jerusalem"  and the Golden Temple Mosque where the Prophet Mohammed’s XE "Prophet Mohammed"  footprint is imprinted into the rock from which he launched himself and flew to heaven. 

“I strongly believe that religious freedoms have to be drastically curtailed in every country of the world. Jews and Arabs XE "Jews and Arabs"  could live in peace, share historical sites jointly if religious fanaticism was eliminated. The organized churches, synagogues, and mosques, would have to be forbidden to teach hatred and intolerance in the entire world. But I am afraid it cannot be done for the same reasons the business world would resist limiting its freedom of exploitation,” he finished his comments.    

Former US President Clifton did not get into the discussions, although we spent an entire month with the topic of limiting incessant economic growth and certain freedoms. On Vasily’s prompt he said he had been learning a lot from the deliberations of the participants.


“The Constitution of the United States of America XE "The Constitution of the United States of America"  assures religious freedom to our citizens,” he said, “but our Churches are not supposed to interfere with the business of the State. The fact is that they do, and as you gentlemen and ladies concluded, only a benevolent dictator could impose social harmony. Being a former politician myself I must admit, this is the first time it downed on me that our American style unlimited freedoms XE "unlimited freedoms"  might run into inherent problems. I myself thought that our free market economy and democracy is the best for America and tried to establish it particularly in underdeveloped and oppressed countries. My administration made some progress in that direction. The unexpected reality is, as I am beginning to learn, that there are no controls. The ongoing developments are controlled by giant transnational corporations. These are blind uncoordinated activities that our political governances cannot control. Your predictions about global economic crises seem to be warranted. And your views about the need of enforced limits on certain freedoms are also logical. But as some of you thought, a benevolent government can only be imposed by some form of Leviathan XE "Leviathan"  that Thomas Hobbs advocated four centuries ago.”

The former President’s comments were the last for the day. Liz and I were thinking about what course of the next discussions will take. We realized there were a number of closely related issues. When I said that nobody brought up the topic of the environment yet, she encouraged me to mention it next day. I linked it to the subject on the list, How to Stop Global Warming XE "Global Warming"  and the Destruction of Natural Environment, to the previous
Topics. The unstoppable pace of production is also responsible for the environmental damage, the warming of the globe, the rapid rise of sea levels, and the erosion of coastal lines. 

“The steady increase of lung cancer and asthma are closely related to the rise of the pollutants in the air,” joined me the Swedish environmental scientist. He talked about the ozone layer XE "ozone layer" , most noticeable above the North Pole. He detailed measured data on warming, air and sea pollutants, and compared them with similar data collected in the Arctic Ice. He explained the measurements of ice cores obtained by drilling several hundreds of feet down into solidly packed snow and ice samples. They measured the thickness of hundreds of frozen samples as they fell on the top of earlier precipitations, and obtained their ages by carbon dating. The records showed that during the past several thousand years, there was never a period of cyclical warming and particulate counts than in the 20th Century. “This is a conclusive data showing that rapid growth of industrial production is the main culprit for our current environmental concerns. Of course,” he added, “part of the pollution XE "pollution"  is linked to burning more fossil fuels for energy production and the increases in the number of automobiles.”

The former President of the United Nations joined the discussion the first time. He agreed with the consensus achieved regarding the mindless pursuit of profit by growing industrial production, the need to limit freedoms, but he wondered about leaning toward strong-handed leadership to resolve these issues. “Even though many of you argued that a benevolent dictatorship could achieve a desired balanced economic and political coexistence.” Then he argued that the very purpose of the UN XE "UN:purpose of"  was the creation of such balanced harmonious global coexistence.


“The UN didn’t function as desired and doesn’t work now either,” interjected the German political scientist. “You all know that the UN’s predecessor had failed after Hitler’s rise to power.” He went on explaining that no such coordinating body could possibly succeed when major concessions are required especially by the wealthy nations. He was a theoretician and traced back the evolution of civilization to early tribal groupings. “Gathering into tribal groups XE "tribal groups"  had been driven by the survival instinct,” he said. “The leaders of these groups emerged spontaneously because of their skills and physical strength to protect the mutual interest of the members of the tribe, including the leader.” 

Skipping detailed evolutionary explanation, he explained that the ancient ‘grouping imperative XE "grouping imperative" ’ is still very much alive among ordinary masses of the world for the very same reason, to protect and enhance their lives. But the number of groups had proliferated through the rise of human culture and culminated in the formation of nation states. The leaders XE "leaders"  of this process, however, did not emerge spontaneously. And he referred to dictators, military rulers, founders of churches, theocratic regimes, and political party leaders.

“You all know that in the so called democratic countries no ordinary citizen could ever be elected to the seats of power. The political leadership XE "political leadership"  is bought by huge amounts of money, and it is subservient to its sponsors. By definition: Groups XE "Groups:definition of"  are promoters and representatives of special interests. Political parties, trade unions, and organized churches are on the top of the list special interest groups that have the greatest influence on societal affairs. They pull in different directions, therefore as you concluded, no hope to have unity even within one country, and especially within the UN. Our civilization is increasingly torn apart by special interest groups XE "special interest groups" , and I am fearful for the future.”
There were too many problems in the world waiting for improvements and the discussions were losing focus. Discussing galloping industrial production and globalization in the first weeks were relatively well- concentrated. The topics on personal liberties XE "personal liberties" , corporate freedoms, and the freedom of speech were also focused. The various comments on how to find solutions to these problems run the seminar into problems. None of us had any idea how to stop global warming, the pollution of the environment, how to make the UN an effective organization. In one simple phrase, none of these thinking people, from all over the world, could offer solution that would make the world a better, peaceful place to live in. The only examples of limiting accesses of Capitalism XE "Capitalism"  and its free-market economy were offered by the examples of China XE "China" , Cuba XE "Cuba" , and to a certain extent by Egypt. XE "Egypt."  But we all knew that none of these regimes managed to be benevolent—as Thomas Hobbs XE "Thomas Hobbs"  imagined to be the ideal four centuries ago. An element of dictatorial power were involved in these countries, and their methods were not applicable globally either.

We discussed two more topics during the remaining ten days. The first was: Is fair and equitable access XE "equitable access"  to the worlds natural resources possible? The participants from rich and poor countries agreed, rather quickly, that such ideal conditions cannot be created. I knew the former President of the World Bank XE "World Bank"  from my active days and asked him to express his views on fair and equitable access.

“It is only a dream,” he began answering my question. Our German political scientist friend explained the situation from a theoretical point of view. The nation states are the largest groups and are ‘defending’ their special interest, as he pointed out. From a practical point of view, the possessions of natural resources XE "possessions of natural resources"  have been marked by wars for extended territories, and colonizing wars through the history of the world. In most recent history this aggressive fight for resources had been extended, what the communists called ‘dollar exploitation.’ We call this latest method globalization, I can testify to that as the former head of the World Bank. Looking back, nothing I or anybody else could have done to alter such inherent nature of the free enterprise system. Our civilization XE "civilization"  is running blindly into a yet unknown but frightening end.”

I quoted his opinion as he delivered it to the participants. The Cuban Secretary of Economic Development made the first comment on this bleak view. He said that the former President of the World Bank just explained the reason that individual countries could only achieve some independence from the ‘inherent’ problems of the world. He also talked about the attempts of other countries in Mid and South America XE "Mid and South America:to socialize"  to socialize. The oppressive regimes in these regions have been actively supported by the rich industrial, so called democracies, particularly by the US. He explained that in addition to wars and dollar exploitation covert military support had been another method to secure access to the natural resources of other countries and profit from it. 


“We fear the future, particularly the American threat XE "American threat" . The US military had been busy since 9/11/2001 in Afghanistan XE "Afghanistan" , Iraq, and Iran and kept maintaining its military bases all over the globe. In a way, we have been lucky and during this period several countries in our region elected socialist governments. I fear if and when they regain their power, then they will again turn against us.” 

“That will never happen,” commented the President of the Chilean Socialist Party XE "Chilean Socialist Party" . The United States XE "United States"  of America has been losing its power since 9/11. It’s national debt is in the trillions of dollars, and value of their currency XE "currency"  continues dropping. If no atomic warfare XE "atomic warfare:threat of"  will break out in the next decade or no other means of mass destruction will occur, then we will be lucky in South America and in other oppressed countries. The big powers, and particularly Americans will be busy to recover from losses they have been suffering right now and likely continue to suffer in the future.”
The Egyptian engineer responded immediately. He agreed with the Chilean Socialist that the Americans will have a long time to recover from their losses and that their power is diminishing. “They will not be able to ‘democratize’ Iraq XE "Iraq"  or any other Middle Eastern country,” he emphasized the world democratize. 


“A number of concerned Arabs of the Islamic faith XE "Arabs of the Islamic faith"  have been discussing the problems that the Middle Eastern and other Islamic countries are facing. The members of this group had been educated in the United States XE "United States"  of America, England XE "England"  and Germany XE "Germany" . They are highly intelligent thinking individuals, and concluded that the Islamic countries have to solve their problems by themselves. All attempts to impose American style democracy had failed and will fail almost certainly in the future. No thinking individual wants to have an unjust system that you so clearly demonstrated that has serious inherent problems and a frightening future.” He took a brief pause to switch his topic to a different direction, and then continued.


“An even greater problem is that the Arab world XE "Arab world"  is divided in more than one way. Religious fanaticism is the hardest to eliminate. Theocratic rule is the greatest self-inflicted wound Islam ever had to face. Indoctrination of our youth and our masses with hate, intolerance, the glory of suicide bombings, and terrorism had achieved nothing, but despise and aggressive counter actions against our people. 

Our other internal problem is the rule of Emirates XE "Emirates:rule of"  and their close alliance with Western governments and oil companies. These rulers are maintaining the most oppressive regimes of the world, applying Islamic laws XE "Islamic laws"  and bigotry against their entire populations, especially against the equality of women. The enormous amounts of capitals they earn in collaboration with the West are making these princes and emirs the richest individuals on earth, while their masses are kept poor and bigoted. Part of the money is channeled to Muslim Mullah Leaders XE "Mullah Leaders" , who help maintaining the dark oppression of these Emirates. Western governments had been and still are condescendingly cooperating with these oppressive regimes. 


I believe most of you had known about this undemocratic, unethical, unscrupulous relationship between Western capitalist XE "Western capitalist" , their governments, and the Emirates. I listed our internal problems to indicate to you that enlightened well-educated Arab youth, will overthrow these oppressive regimes in the not too distant future. There is a radical movement developing aiming to end these dark dictatorships. We will become part of the Western culture, and Islam XE "Islam"  will be part of the Judeo-Christian monotheistic religion XE "Judeo-Christian monotheistic religion" . Such radical change cannot be achieved by peaceful means. You have a similar problem within galloping, so called, industrial democracies. My prediction is that internal rebellions led by educated Muslim Leaders will not solve the mounting problems of the West. The question is; what will happen after we have established balanced, socially mindful governances in the Islamic world?”

This was an unexpected long presentation by a young Arab engineer. I was surprised to learn that educated Arabs are planning a rebellion and will try to overthrow the archaic oppressive and bigoted systems. Perhaps they will try to unite the whole region under Egyptian social democratic rule. I could see a similar astonishment on the faces of the other participants as our young Arab colleague reached his conclusions. But none of us could answer what would happen if the world was free of Islamic terrorism and Islamic rulers. The Chinese social scientist was the only participant who responded. “We all have to think about your presentation because you expounded some unexpected views and events. I suggest,” he proposed, “that we think about your points and spend the rest of the few remaining days deliberating about your question.”


The participants left the room in which the seminar was held. We all went to the dining room, were animated discussions continued the Egyptian’s topic. Liz and I were just listeners, but we talked about his views after we returned to our own room. She thought that the young Arab man made a good presentation, and that one day, enlightened Muslims may carry out the reforms he foreseen. I agreed with her, except that such reforms are not likely to happen in the near future. As long as the American armed forces XE "American armed forces"  will be stationed in the Middle East XE "Middle East"  region, the US would not tolerate the establishment of socially responsible ethical systems. They would want to continue maintaining and protecting their oil interests and doing business with oppressive rulers. When I told Liz about my concerns and she said, “I agree. Arab reformers XE "Arab reformers"  seeking to overthrow the Emirates would not have a chance as long as the Americans are in the region.”

We also talked about the end of the Summer School. The following day was the closing day of our participatory deliberations about the future. We decided to return to Canada XE "Canada"  and spend the winter of 2013 at home. We both needed a rest and had to go through our yearly medical checkups. I have had abdominal pains occasionally that I associated with the heavier food we were served in the dining room of the Faculty. Liz insisted to get it checked after our return to Canada. 


Next morning all twenty four participants were in the room where our seminars were held. This time Vasily Loginow, Dean, Faculty of World Politics opened the session. 

“Ladies and gentlemen; I know now that the Participatory method works. You have proved it. I gave you a long list of topics from which you selected the most important six issues the world would have to resolve to secure the survival of our civilization. You did not discuss the seventh topic: What new constitutional principles XE "constitutional principles"  could create a well-provided and harmoniously living global society? I believe that you will agree with my conclusions; the technique of letting the participants lead the discussion had worked well, but unfortunately, no global solutions were found that could save our civilization from the threatening disasters you had foreseen. On the other hand, several radical ideas were presented that could be implemented in certain countries and regions. The ideas of creating a benevolent dictatorship, the kind Thomas Hobbs XE "Thomas Hobbs"  wrote about centuries ago, may prove to be humane if it could be implemented. From these points of views I think our Summer School was a success...”

He was interrupted by our applause. He raised both his, hands palm facing us, and we quieted down.

“I must qualify ‘success’ that at least we know now what the major difficulties for the creation of a humane society are. Another achievement of this Summer School is that, I am certain, that each of you will continue thinking about solutions for the sake of human survival. I am thinking about calling you back in three to five years from now; perhaps in 2016, and find out if there is a solution, a chance, to save civilization. Thank you for your participation with valuable insight. And I hope to see you in a few years again.”

We applauded him again and shook hands with one another. Some of us exchanged email addresses hoping to keep in touch. Liz and I returned to our room in the dormitory and packed our things. We looked up the departure of Aeroflot XE "Aeroflot"  to Paris. We were lucky, we could take off late afternoon and fly Air Canada home from there. Then made arrangements with a taxi company, drove to the airport, and flew back to our home. 

We both felt good in our own quarters and spent the first weeks with relaxation. The surrounding area around our estate has many trees. We breathed fresh air deeply as we took our daily walks in the nearby maple forest. The sight of the orange-yellow colored leaves surrounding us filled me and Liz with more than a feeling of beauty; it was our Canada XE "Canada"  in early fall. She found late blooming flowers in her garden, and brightened our sun and living rooms with them. I read the papers every morning after breakfast, and together we listened to CBC TV XE "CBC TV"  every evening. The media was full with the usual daily events with no analytical programs about the future.


The first snow fell unusually early in November, and Liz began to urge me to get my abdomen examined at the clinic. I was just postponing it, suspecting troubles because the pain I began to feel in Russia didn’t subside. The cancer of my bowel was removed by surgery at the end of November. Liz lived with me in the hospital for the first three days. The laboratory tests did not indicate any reason for radiation treatment or chemo therapy, and I was discharged in ten days. I lost some of my weight, although I had never been fat. I was weak and Liz tried to nourish me. I think it was in the spring of 2013 when I felt reasonably well to travel again. But Elizabeth would not hear of going abroad as we did in the previous two years. 
Chapter 9
Groping

I took my notes I made at the Faculty of World Politics, and we jointly replayed the recorded discussions on the CD-ROM XE "CD-ROM:electronic records"  we received in Moscow. The more we studied the material we had to conclude that it is hopeless to protect Western democracy by military action against oppressive regimes. Terrorists cannot be defeated either by waging conventional war against the countries harbouring them. Even the educated ones, like the Egyptian engineer at our Summer School, are not attracted by the extremes of capitalist systems. They blame Western industrial democracies for splitting the world into extremely wealthy and extremely poor countries. They want to see a well-balanced alternative of private enterprise. Liz and I concluded that we must reform our free market system and become more sharing, more humane, before we could become attractive to the oppressed people of the world. We were groping for new solutions.


Canada is rich in natural resources, we have a large agricultural capacity and industrial power—more than we could consume and utilise ourselves. Maybe we could convince Canadians that increasing the rate of our production and continuously expanding our marketing territories is serving a small elite of our country only. We could possibly convince even the economic and political leadership that this accelerating pace of growth will become self-destructive. Liz believed that even with a slow growth or no growth at all, Canadians could have contented lives and could even help some poor countries.

I shared her views. I knew from my own experience that even under a slower pace, GCE XE "GCE:Globa Consulting Engineering"  would have been prosperous. I guess, it is fear for loosing our existence that we keep rushing into new ventures and self-enrichment. Thinking back, it was fear of the future, the possibility that the Canadian economy would run into a deep depression and galloping inflation that made us to stash some valuable assets into our vault. ‘But how long are we going to live?’ I asked myself, an 83 year old cancer survivor. Our concerns were needless; we could have had much less unspent wealth. Liz and I could have had more leisure time, more travel when we were younger, and more educational opportunities, like we had in MSU XE "MSU:Moscow State University" . Canada is a rich country, and Liz and I are also wealthy, we may be able to use our money to stop Canada’s decline, but have no idea how to achieve this goal. 

I shared my thoughts with Elizabeth and she put the Moscow records on. We both listened to the part in which Thomas Hobbes XE "Thomas Hobbes" ’ ideas were commented by the Egyptian Engineer, the Cuban economist, and the Chinese social scientist. Then we talked about those parts in which all three commentators agreed; “There is a need for the establishment of a benevolent society,” Liz said, “Every one of them concluded it. They also agreed that such enlightened system could not be achieved globally, but it could be done in a single country.” I recalled however that the Egyptian believed that a benevolent dictator could establish it. Then I listened to the Cuban economist’s response again, he said:

“We have no hungry disenfranchised masses in Cuba XE "Cuba" , like the growing number of unemployed in the US. We managed to create general well-being in spite of the hardships imposed on our country. We have a thriving world class drug research, industry, and worldwide commerce among several other achievements. I agree with the citation from Leviathan, it takes a very strong leadership to fend against internal and external enemies, who like to restore American excesses of ‘freedoms’ XE "American excesses of ‘freedoms’"  and exploitation in Cuba.”

 
Instead of a strong leader he talked about a ‘strong leadership.’ That to me indicated a cooperative group of strong-handed leaders who knew what is good for their country. He reminded me of the small group of radical thinkers; the founders of the United States XE "United States"  of America. I shared my thoughts with Liz, and she found it an interesting comparison. “A historical revolution that broke the dictatorial rule of the British Monarch XE "British Monarch" ,” she said, “and established a more democratic system within one country.” Then I thought about the rise of the US into the world’s most advanced industrial state and its decline in the past decade. The ‘division of power XE "division of power" ’ in the world’s first Constitutional Republic meant to break the single authoritarian rule of the Monarch. And the ‘balance of power XE "balance of power" ’ meant to reach a tempered compromise between the various ‘factions,’—today’s political parties—whose interests are different. 

The historical dream of reaching a social ‘balance’—a healthy compromise—has failed. Different powers are pulling in different directions. The strongest power prevails by a single vote of majority over the others. It seemed to me the solution of this problem is unity, instead of multi-party politics. When Liz and I discussed the issue of reaching an accord for the sake of the entire population, she said that it means a single party’s benevolent rule. I didn’t first understand the meaning of what she implied; a benevolent political party. Then she directed my attention to what the Chinese social scientist said, and she played a short part of his recorded comments:


“China managed to avoid the danger of dictatorship for the sake of self-seeking power. The system established after the so called ‘flower revolution’ is a participatory process between the people, the entrepreneurs, and the government. Such system is genuinely democratic; it avoids dictatorship, like Thomas Hobbs’ ideals.”

“Our political parties and their candidates are sponsored by large sums of money,” Liz continued, “it is even worse in the United States than in Canada.” We began to understand that in a world ruled by politicians, bought by powerful corporations, cannot be govern fairly. Each political party is using the influence of money to get into the seats of power and rule the way it is best for its corporate supporters and only secondarily to its population. In fierce competition and struggle for global power it is a dangerous economic and military race to win. That is why our conference in Moscow concluded unanimously that the excesses of corporate freedoms have to be controlled. 

Liz and I thought that maybe, just maybe, we in Canada could unify the people to vote for a Party of Unity. We understood that the realization of such ideal has to be carefully planned and executed, and it will require considerable time. We would have to rely on the collective judgement of independent humanitarian individuals, like we are, and unbiased experts. We would have to decide what goals we should pursue and how to implement these goals. 
 At the end of our discussion Liz and I decided to invite the best corporate leaders, economic experts, political and social scientist, a few politicians to our estate to discuss our proposals. We thought it essential to form a Coordinating Committee XE "Coordinating Committee"  to prepare a formal program and act as facilitators to accomplish our goals.   Liz suggested to prepare a list of topics, “Like the one we had in Moscow, except to narrow the topics to Canadian circumstances.” I thought it was an excellent idea and Liz said she would draft a list and we will refine it together. 


It took several days for her to work on the proposed program that gave me time to think about how to utilize the extra capacities of Canada’s agricultural and industrial capabilities efficiently, while we gradually taper off the speed of their expansion. Then the idea of sharing hit me. Prime Minister Trudeau XE "Trudeau"  had been approached by the leaders of the Turks XE "Turks:and Caicos"  and Caicos Islands XE "Caicos Islands"  to become part of Canada. He rejected the offer, but the topic had been entertained repeatedly, particularly by the tourist industry. I made some inquiries and learned that these chains of islands had been abandoned since 1962, after their only industry, salt export, collapsed. Only a few hundred inhabitants remained. Its warm climate, its crystal clear, turquoise blue, waters and white sandy beaches offered a winter paradise for Canadians. Investors in the hotel, tourist, and entertainment industries began utilizing the island chain’s attractions. In 1964 Club Med XE "Club Med"  opened for business. The island’s Canadian built large hotel and casino complex opened in 1990 and investment had continued although not at the desired pace.


When Liz was ready with her list of guests to be invited and the topics to be discussed I proposed to her to invite the leaders of the Turks XE "Turks:and Caicos"  and Caicos Islands XE "Caicos Islands"  and some of its early investors too. She asked me to explain why I thought it was a good idea. When I explained that Canada could share its wealth and extra capacities with this poor and underdeveloped region she became enthusiastic about the plan. She even extended it by listing the countries of the entire Caribbean region XE "Caribbean region"  even Cuba XE "Cuba"  as partners in an unselfish Canadian economic and cultural sharing program. She said that Haitians XE "Haitians"  would especially welcome a genuinely democratic relationship with Canada. They would love to replace of our RCMP XE "RCMP:Royal Canadian Mounted Police"  and French speaking army troops, who have been helping to maintain their oppressive regimes. It is time and it is Canada’s self interest to become humanitarian and eliminate the plight of poor countries in that region. 

Liz and I spent a great deal of time analyzing the possible advantages of our plans before we invited anybody to discuss it. We were careful planners, not rushing into anything hastily. She told me that I needed the rest and recover from surgery trough the winter. She also had to rest after our long trips to China and Russia, and wanted to sort out her random notes on cultural treasures of both countries. I was eighty three years old and felt an urge to move faster with our plans. I began to believe that a well-balanced social order could be created in Canada in genuine partnership with the poor countries of the Caribbean region XE "Caribbean region"  and other oppressed countries nearby. I was confident that comes spring, Liz will send out our invitations to future members of the Coordinating Committee. Even if I cannot see our ideals manifesting themselves, I was confident that Liz and other Canadians will continue what we have begun to foresee; a more humane, more moderate, well balanced Canada with equally satisfied partners.
-- o --
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